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PART I -- HEBREW BACKGROUND OF CHRISTIAN VIEW OF 
SLAVERY. 


I. ORIGIN OF SLAVERY. 


The Old Testament is one of the most important 
books, not only from the religious point of view, 
but also from other points of view as well-= soci-+ 
clogically, ethically, and legally. We can trace, 
in the records of the Old Testament, the process 
of origin in slavery, its progress from the very 
beginning, and its height of development. A record 
of ea type of society, in which slavery was unknown, 
can be found in tne PresNoadic stories. in tnose 
remote days, the people lived on foods such as 
beasts, wild birds, fish, creeping things, and 
fruits, which they could hunt and secure. Such 
social end economic conditions did not require the 
lebor from anyone else, therefore there was no 
ground on which slavery could exist. The story 


of Noah's Ark tells us that the ark held, "Noah, 
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his son, his wife, and his sons' wives, and his 
collection of clean beasts, unclean beats, birds 
and everything thet creepeth upon the ground," 
( Gen. viis 6<8) There is no indication of the 
existence of slavery in those times. 

But as soon as the Israel society developed 
into the period of the Patriarchal age, there ape 


peared a class of people ( Gen. xii: I6 ), which 


were called " slaves." Israel called them "ebed". 


This meams that when mankind enters into the no~ 
madic stage, in which domestic animals become an 
important economic factor in the society, a new 
thing--we call it property--came into existence 
in humen society. Man learned that if he only 
watched and took cere of those domestic animals, 
they would increase constantly. Man, then began 


to learn to use other people's labor in order to 


(2) 


increase his property. This was the first step of 


the origin of slavery. As soon as it appeared in 
society, it developed witn wonderful speed, be- 


cause of the fact that it is much easier and hap-= 


pier to let slaves work and get the means of one's 
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life without doing anything oneself. 

wWaen the people settled ana began to engage 
in agricultural activity, the demand for more slaves 
increased, Plundering and war thus became the means 
of supply of such slaves. The period of Judges of 
Israel represents such a stage of society. The 
conquered people became slaves of the conquerors. 
The Canaanites who were conquered by tne Israelites, 
as we learn from Judges ( I: 28, 30, 33, 35. ); 
were employed in hard task-work, which Roce that 
they were slaves. ( Deut. xix: 2. ) 

In the time of David, through numerous for- 
eign wars, there came to be a large number of 
these captives engaged in laborious task-work. 
From II Samuel xx: 24, we gather that it became 
necessary to appoint an officer to superintend 
this special department of national life. Thus, 
in the time of David and Solomon, Israel already 
entered in the stage of civilization wnich stood 
upon the institution of slavery and found it an 
indispensable property. Here male slaves and 
female slaves were ranked with oxen and asses, 


The terms used for both were sometimes closely 
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Similar, and indicated that they were regarded as 
property that had been acquired. The oxen were cal-= 
led by the Hebre his Hipp » his acquired prop- 


erty or possession, the slave, on the other hand, 


was his purchased possession or 1o3—J119 | e 
€eGenj-xvilt 12, 13; 234 Bxs xii: 44: xziy 22. ) 


Amos, once in the middle of the 8th century 
B.C., accused tne Poilistines of selling their cap- 
tives from the Israelites to the Edomites, ( Amos i: 
6. ) thus, ignorning the covenant of Brethren, which 
subsisted between Phoenicians and Isreelites from 
the days of Solomon. ( Amos i: 9, I0 ) 

The story of e widow ( II Kings iv: I - ), re- 
veals to us thet the creditor became so harsh and 
exacting that, if the father died, the sons might 
be sold into slavery to pay his debt, 

The abuse of slavery is constantly rebuked 
by the courageous prophetss= Amos ii: 6; viii: 6 -- 
Micah ii: I; and Jeremiah ( xxxiv: 8-). Let us now 


turn to the Jewisa legislation respecting slaves. 
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2. HEBREW LEGISLATION RESPECTING SLAVES. 


Legislationg respecting slaves is to be found 
in all three codes of the Torah: (a) the Book of 
the Covenant in Exodus xxv: I-II, (b) its subsequent 
development in the Deuteronomic legislation in Deut. 
xvi; I2-, (c) in the post~exilian Book of Leviticus 
( Lev. xxv: 39-55. ) All these, except Leviticus 
xxv: 44-55, deal with the conditions of a Hebrew 
Slave in the possession of a master of the same au- 
thority ( rather nationality ) and not with the 
case of a foreign slave. We must not forget here 
the fact that the Old Testament codes or the Old 
Testament as a woole never reaches a@ point wnere it 
condemns slavery itself. The institution of slavery 
always had been taken for granted as a matter of 
COUrse. 

Slaves, in the Hebrew household, are admitted 
into the covenant of circumcision ( Gen. xvii: I2, 
I3; Exodus xii: 44. ) and were given their privileg- 
es to observe religious practice as other ordinary 


Taraebites,. ( Devute xiki 12, 18; xwhis LE; P4y ) 
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But to some slaves, especially to foreign slaves, 
it wes rather oppressive to be compelled to ob= 
serve the other race's religious practices. They 
are released from their regular labor on every Sab- 
bath, ( Ex. aeiiii E73; xx: 16 } at the three ane 
nual festivals, also on the new moons, the feasts 
of trumpets, and the dey of Atonement.* 

We shall examine the Hebrew laws on the treat- 
ment of slaves and trace the process in which the 
laws gradually improved from the humanitarian ideal. 

We shell deal first, with the pre-exilian legis- 
lation contained in the two sections (a) and (b). 

The period of service is fixed as six years; 
in the seventh, there is the year of/ release. The | 
question has been asked whether the six years may 
not be regarded as & maximum period. It is certain- 
ly quite possible that when, as in the case of 
debt, the sun to be earned by service, could be work- 
ed out in a shorter term. Tne sic year period might 
be abridged, but we have insufficient data in the 
Old Testament to guide us on this point. The legis- 


lation appears to contemplate six years as the least 


* The Hebrew Family, by Cross, pp I46, 
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period for which service could be entered. So the 
Rabbis in their interpretations have inferred. 
Jacob's seven years bondage to Laban ( Gen. xxix; 
I8 ) seems to point to a somewhat divergent tradit- 
lon. It is evident that the sic year period cor- 
responds to the six days of work followed by the 
Gay of Sabbatn rest. Also, the agricultural land, 
during each seventh year, is left to enrich itself. 
Jeremiah xxxiv: 8-22 is interesting and significant, 
since it shows that tnese laws respecting slaves 
were constantly violated by the owners. Some think 
that this code may have been an idealization rath- 


er than a law which was enforced, * 


When we compare these two Pre-exilian pieces 


of legisletion we find few diversities between them. 


Exodus xxi Deut xv: [2-18 
If thou buy a iebrew serv- If tay brotner, a 
ant, six years shall ne serve; Hebrew man, and serve 
end in the seventh year, he thee six years, then 
shall go out free for noth- in the seventh year 
inge thou shalt let him 


go free from thee. 


And when thou let- 
test him go free from 
thee, thou shalt not 
let him go empty; thou 
shalt furnish him 
liberally out of thy 
flock and out of 


* The Hebrew Family, by Cross, pp I46. 


ofa 26 .Detsios 4d bfuco Solves soli sot hobtes 
sbetretat evan encivaseigiesat tes al alddas 
Wkiee ome ) medal of esaiind BIBsY aevea &' dGoost 
bites Snegi1evil Saiweece < 5? talog of smesse ( 61 
~to2 boieq ‘ta0y Ola ety Jace Inebive sl st sttol 


ets ue Dewoilot aAtow lo eyet xte sos of abroceet 


eiel fers luotiss eit .09L4 sdaet ngaddag to zeb 


@tisasi Sotane of titel at tae djneves i929 gnintuwb 
ja 2ngie ons gniveetesnat ef sS+8 iviaxx talasret 
Sevels anisoegset ewal esedct sadd ercria or conte 
ae ence sateneé sic yd betalolv yidostasoo or19w 


meat goltastiseh! ns meed evan yaw eboo etod Sadd 


_ * ,beorcins saw soldw wel 2 nadd is 


asvelq G2titxe-s2t ows essed siaguco ew nent 


ON7 neeWisc asivicievib wet Sull‘sy noizalelnel to 


G]-Sl $9x 2u8G ; . bax enibox’ 


& ,teiJonG ws > “Vie8 woidelL a yed woad TE 
P¥toe Sas .4eG wondel 8 jsvies of [late eassy xip tos 
“Hers yetssu xle eerie oi ,Taey doosves ent ni. bas 

— (-Tast accvvee ons as “itos tel sett two og ifada 
mii cel Siege poss : Sa #2 
#92ns worl sere og : 


sgSE WOT asrr one 

Wee SOT ofF Kin I42. 
don plane Mens ,sau: 
#002 | eFqme os wid-iesl 
Sis galatvt Jj Leis 

yay 6 Seo Yilersdil 

3¢. sve bes goof? 


(3) 


thy threshing floor, and 
out of thy wine-press, as 
Jenovan, tay Gou, hata 
blessed thee, thou shalt 
give unto Him. 


And tnou shalt remember that 
thou wast a bondman in the 
land of Egypt, and Jehovah, 
thy God, redeemed thee; there- 
fore, Il comnand thee this 
thing today. 


If he come in by himself, he 
shall go out by himself; if 
he be married, tnen his wife 
shall go out with him; If his 
master give him a wife, and 
she bear him some sons or 
daughters, the wife and her 
children shall go by her 
master, and he shall go out 
by himself, 


But if the servant shall It shall be if he say unto 

plainly say, I love my master, tnee, I will not go out from 

my wife, and my cnildren, I thee because he loveth thee 

will not go out free, and thy house because he is 
well with thee3 

Then his master shall bring Toen thou shalt take an awl, 

him into God, and shall bring and thrust it through his 

him to the door, or unto the ear unto the door, and he 

door-post; and his master shall shall be thy servant for- 

bore his ear through with an ever, 

awl; and shall serve him for- 

6vere 


And if a man sell his daughter to be a maid servant, she 
shall not go out as the man servants do. And also unto 
thy maid servant thou shalt do likewise, 
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It shall not seem hard unto 
you, when thou lettest him 

go free from thee; for to the 
double of the hire of a nire- 
ling hath he served thee six 
years; and Jenovah, thy God 
will bless thee in all that 
thou doest, 


If she please not her 

master, who hath espoused 

her to himself, then shall 

he let her be redeemed: to 
sell her unto a foreign 
people, he shall nave no 
power, secing he hath dealt 
deceitfully with her, end 

if he espouse her unto nis 
son, ne shall deal with ner 
after the manner of daught- 
ers. If he take him another 
concubine, her food, her 
raiment, and her privileges 

of sexual intercourses with 
aim shall not be diminished. 
And if he do not these 

three things unto her, then shall 
she go out for nothing without 
money. 


(I) In Exodus xxi: 34, the case of a man who 
entered bond service, unmarried, is distinguished 


from that of a married man. If the marriage took 
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place for him prior to the term of service, he 
could go out with nis wife and his children, but 
if he married when he was in his master's house, 
he must go out by himself alone in the year of 
nis release, 

This last stipuletion is not mentioned in 


the Deuteronomic legislation. 


(2) There is a striking contrast as to the law on 
a maid servant. While in Exodus xxi: 7, a maid 
servent is not given a privilege to be released 
on the seventh year as a manservant, in Deuter=- 
onomy xv: I7, she is given the same privilege as 
aman, The passage we read thus, ".,and also 


unto thy maid servant, thou shalt do likewise." 


(3) In the Book of the Covenant, there is a special 
regulation on a maid slave ( Ex. xxi: 7-II ). When 
a maid is sold by her father, she should become a 
coneubine of her master, or that of his son. If 
she fails to please her master, ( or son ) who 

has destined her for himself, she shall be redeem- 
ed. The master is forbidden to sell his maid- 


servant to foreigners. If she be a concubine, the 
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master must treat her as a daughter of his house- 
hold. Even if he takes another concubine, he is 
under obligation to give food, shelter, and privi- 
leges of sexual intercourse with him. If he does 
not give these three, she can go out for nothing. 

Various attempts have been made to harmonize 
the two laws: one supposition is (I) that the 
law of Exodus xxi: 2 is intended tacitly to in- 
clude women and Exodus xxi: 7-II, relates only 
to tne case of a woman sold to be a concubine, 
while Deut. xv; I7 contemplates the case of a 
woman who becomes a maid slave rather than a con- 
cubine, * (2) tnat the law of Deuteronomy does 
not abrogate Exodus xxl: 7, but enforces the ex- 
tension thus tacitly implied in verse two. 

These explanations have never been satisfied 
to harmonize these two laws. Driver suggests that 
Deuteronomy belongs to an age so far advanced on 
that of tne earlier code that the case no longer 
practically occured of a woman being sold into 


slavery for concubinage, or at allevents, this 


* I.0.C. Driver's Deuteronomy, pp 182 
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was not contemplated or recognized, But this sug- 
gestion could hardly be accepted, because even to- 
day in the Orient, such things are practiced.* 

But it can not be doubted that the growing 
humanitarian tendency which is cnaracteristic of 
the Deuteronomic code shows the advanced stage of 
the human mind on that of Exodus. Here in the 
Deuteronomic code, the master is commanded not 
to let a slave go empty handed, but to supply him 
liberally from his store, because in those days, 
freedom without means was a fatal doom. Yet it 
is doubted that the law ever passed into practice,.** 
After a reluctant release of the slaves by the 
citizens of Jerusalem, under tne pressure of a 
Siege, during the time of Jeremian, they were 
caught and put into bondage agein as soon as the 
crisis appeared to have Perro! ( Jeremiah xxxiv; 
8-16 ) 

The Post-Exilian Code ( Lev. xxv: 39-55 ) repre= 
sents still advanced legislation on that of the 
Deuteronomic law, and is designed to weet the 
**#The Old Testament in the Light of Today, by 

Bade', pp. 222 


* I.C.C. Driver's Deuteronomy pp. 183 
# Ibid, pp. 225. 
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special conditions of the post-exilian times, 

The institution of the year of Jubilee, now 
takes the place of tne ola law respecting the 
seventh year of release. A distinction is made 
between the Hebrew slaves and the foreign ones. 
The foreigners are to be Slaves for life ( Lev. 
xxv: 44 ) and children of foreign slaves are to 
be slaves for life, too ( Lev. xxv: 45 ); where- 
by, Hebrew slaves and their families are to be 
released on the year of Jubilee, in which the 
ideality of the law is considerably reduced, 

This law is Po rnAtA eed by scholars to be a mere 
paper law. The principle laid down in the Code 

of Holiness, as anyone can easily conceive, is* 
that the Hebrew slave was rather to be regarded as 
an oired servant and as a sojourner, than a bond- 
servant; and the price of his purchase, or as the 
former law represents, or redemption, was to be 
considered as a kind of hire paid for in advance, 

In the case of a Hebrew man, he becomes a 
bond-servant, because of nis debt under the hands 


* The Old Testament in the Light of Todey, by 
Bade. Pp. 223- 
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of the foreigner, wno lives around them. This 
redemption is regulated before the time of the 
Jubilee by paying the original sum of purchse; 
discounting the sum of money ne was served for 

the master, on the scale of a hired servant's 
wages. The Hebrew master was exnorted to treat his 
Slaves a hired servants, and sojourners. ( Lev. 
xxvi 39, 40, 47-55.) 

The condition of tne foreign slaves was dif- 
ferent from that of the Hebrew slaves. There 
was no provision for tnem to be released, but 
they were given a privilege to observe the re- 
ligious practices as the rest of the Hebrew 
people, and they could enjoy their Sabbath rest 
from toil in common with their Hebrew masters. 


(te; xt 164~) 


3. COMPENSATION FOR INJURY TO SLAVES. 


Tne earliest code of legislation sought to 
protect the Hebrew slave from maltreatment, and 
the rules we find on this subject ( Ex. xxi: 20, 


21, 26, 27. ) are very explicit on the whole. In 
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case a master smites his servant and causes an 
immediate death, the master must be punished, but 
in case the servant survives, a day or two, before 
his death, the punisnoment of his loss by death was 
considered panalty enough, for the money velue of 
the slave was the measure of the master's loss. 
When a servant loses his eye or tooth by being 
smitten by his master, he will be released for 
nothing and becomes free. (Ex. xxi; 26, 27. ) 

Wnen we turn to the post-exilian legislation, 
we observe a great advancement in this connect- 
ion. In Leviticus xxiv: I7 and 22, it clearly 
is stated that both bond and free came under the 
seme law as well as the foreigner, and every mur- 
dered man's death was avenged by death. ( Deut. 


Kei: 25, ) 
4. LAW RESPECTING RUNAWAY SLAVES. 


We find a beneficent legislation in Deuter- 
onomy on & runaway slave, which reads thus: " a 
Hebrew sleve who escapes from a foreign master, 


shell not be restored to his owner." (Deut. xxiii: 


oo) 
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This is based on the sacred rights of hospitality 
which we find not only among the primitive Semitic 
nations but also in ancient Greece, 

Perhaps the story, which appears in I Kings 
ii: 37, might have been a case. Shimei goes to 
the Philistine territory to recover his escaped 
slaves. But the story of Snimeli who goes to the 
Philistine territory to recover his escaped slaves 
suggests that the Hebrew slaveholders did not ex- 
pect the same treatment from their foreign neigh- 
bors. 

Dr. Bade thinks that this regulation was not 
enforced in regard to runaway slaves among the 


Hebrews. * 
5. PRICE OF SLAVES. 


According to the Book of the Covenant ( Ex. 
xxi: 32. ), the price of a slave was thirty shekels, 
or $20. 50, which was evidently the average price 
in tne pre-exilian period, Of course there was a 


variation as to the price for it depended an the _ 


* The Old Testament in the Light of Today, by 
Bade. Pp 2eI,. 
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age and physical condition of the slave. Joseph's 
brothers sold him for twenty shekels to the Midi- 
anite traders ( Gen. xxxvii: 28 ). According to 
Leviticus xxvii: 2-8, twenty silver shekels ( near- 
ly § 20.00 ) was the sum fixed for the redemption 
of slaves between five and twenty years of age; and 
thirty snekels for women whose ages were between 
twenty and sixty, anda ten shekels for girls be- 
tween five and twenty years of age. 

The prophet Hosea ( Hosea iii: 2 ) paid a 
homer and a lethesh for nis wife. ( Micah: viii: 
9, IO ) (' We read that Nicanor attempted to de- 
fray the Roman tribute of 2060 talents by the sale of 
Jews at the rate of 90 talents per person. This 
shows that the same value prevailed in the second 
century B.C. ) 

We know that our Lord was sold by His Traitor, 


for thirty shekels, to the Jewish authorities. ( Matt. 


Eevii 15; #1: 12. ) 
6, FROM THE DAYS OF JEREMIAH. 


Jeremiah made a strong protest against those 


who did not observe the Israelite's law of slavery. 
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When Jerusalem was besieged by Nebuchadnez- 
zer, the rulers, were compelled to resort to the 
revival of liberating slaves every six years in or- 
Ger to secure soldiers, in sufficient numbers to 
resist the siege. To meet this exigency, the 
Sleves were solemnly liberated, but when the danger 
was over, these liberated slaves were compelled to 
return to servitude. Against this act of broken 
faith, Jeremieh hurled his most terrible words of 
resentment. He told his people that they had 
broken faith and were guilty of perjury and were 
doomed to destruction by war, and that Zedekiah 
and the prince were to be carried away captives. 

By this resentment, he suffered his imprisonment 
for years, * 

Thus Jeremiah's attempt was unsuccessful, but 
Nehemiah's endeavors in the years that followed 
the return from exile were reported as quite suc# 
cessful ( Neh. v: I-13.) Acting in the spirit 
of the New Levitical legistiation, ( Lev. xxv: 47.), 
the Jewish slaves of foreign masters were redeemed, 


and the rich were persuadec to forego, at least, 


* The Social Teachings of the Jewish Prophet, 
by Bizzell, pp. I44-I45. 


(et) _ 


“S8nbansusskh (do Legsised saw ae taaire| ask 
end oF Jt0oees of dSelfLoguos. stew , 20 for esis Tes 
or al giney Xie yieve sevata anigaredt£ to levivet 


od aiedma shetolttue ul ,awdites excoes-ot 185 
a end ,yocegixe Qf) teew 01 Susta sot Jelaer 
‘egnan odd nddw JuG .besaredii yLamelon sipw mevale 
OF SeLfeqmoo etew sevela balaxedif£{ seed! ,sev0 asw 
— -Wexetd 20 foe slos feniaga sedustvies of axudtex 

fo ebxom efdlated teom wld detiwi HalmereL ,idiet 

basi ods thid elgeeq aid bLot eh i dnerdnesex 

‘enon fae Yrupteq to yiilos stew baa detest nexord : 

faliobox Jaot Oca ytaw td noldouxsteeb cs Semaod 
sSovddqes qewe selirase od of stew eoaiag sid bag’ 

Soeanbalsal cio beretinve od .Jaentneeer aldé xa 

Dee ees . * ,at88y% xo 
tid ~.OMseevswen. saw tquesta e'datworet aust ~ in 

Saws Lo't daat Stsey end ad atovesane. a‘ dadeosinlt: a We 
#0UG et tug 68 bettoqe4 eren osius wott arises ore | 

Fialge ass st uodatoA a Ci«L iv stow.) ita 
sini ® ivan. .Wed cordptetger faods Syed wen ent te 
: seeesties +Tew @falaan rgtoto’ 20. ‘aevate come sat 

hate he 


roa . elese. 5S ,836% “aq7. of oJ Ve a we - LOW. d, i: a. 


> = on - — aaa a 
eeeNigorl dalwel, ont FO @3 $i My sass * 
20 -BAE 44 hs oxcld Yd 
——_ 


| as 


e129) 


a portion of their rights of usury through which the 
whole trouble of bondage to a foreigner was brought 
about. 

At the return of the exiles, according to Ezra, 
there were 42, 360 Hebrew freedmen, 7,337 slaves, 
and 200 singing men and women. ( Ezra ii: 65 ). The 
number of slaves compared with the number of free 
was a little less than one to six. ( Ezra vi 72.) 
When we compere this ratio with that of the Greek 
end Roman world, it is surprisingly small. The 
slaves occupied a very insignificant place in the 
life of the Hebrew people. The later literature of 
tine Old Testament reveals the humane attitude of 
Judaism towards the slave. In Job xxxi: I3-15, we 
find the idea thet humen rights are equally given 
to both master and slave, because they are common 
children of God, 

Job xxxi: I13*%-I5 seys, “If I did despise the 

cause of my manservant or of my maidservant, 

when they contended with me; wnat then shall 

I do when God risetn up? and when he visiteth, 

what shall I answer him? Did not he that made 

me.in the womb make him? and did not one 
fashion us in the womb?" 


Again Proverbxxix: I9“2I expresses that the 


gentle treatment of e slave from his early youth, 
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will engender a filial feeling in him towards his 
master, 

According to the Mishna ( Yadaim iv: 7), it 
was a subject of discussion among Pharisees and Sad- 
Gucees ag to whether a slave who had committed an 
injury on another was himself responsible or his 
master. According to the contention of the Pharisees, 
the master was not responsible, while the Sadducees' 
view was opposite. They argued again that, a slave 
might otherwise easily wreak his spite on his master 
by committing an injury on another, which the master 
had to pay. According to Baba Kamma (v: xiv: 4 ) 
if the slave committed an injury on another, he was 


liable to make compensation when he obtained his 


* Protection of the Weak in the Talmud, by 
Katz, pp. 3645. 
Talmudische Aunaologie, by Krauss, pp 83-II0 
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PART II. SLAVERY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, 


I. JESUS AND SLAVERY. 


Jesus appeared, in a province of the Roman 
Empire, in an ege when slavery was growing worse, 

No doubt, he must have witnessed this gigantic 
system of social injustice. Yet strange to say, 
no word was directly uttered by Jesus against 
Slavery. The question, why he, who felt so keen- 
ly the evils of humanity, did not protest ageinst 
this institution, is one of many difficult quest- 
ions. 

The reason for the silence of Jesus on this 
matter can be made clear when study of his charact- 
er and the purpose of his mission is made. His 
aim was to make a complete reorganization of mankind 
and to establish the Kingdom of God on earth. In 
order to accomplish His aim, He laid the most funda- 
mental principles upon the human neart. de renovat- 


ed and rescued the individual souls, but never did 


ae = 
we 6 


a 


yTUGALGAT WAH BET UL YARVASE EE BRAG 


7 


+ TSIVAIG SMA -BUBEY. oT 


. naGOR ent t0 esntvorg hoi Derseqae avael ; 
“yaeton 3 gatwor sew yrévaia nesw ega as at sortqus | 
: -phtnsatg aiit beseentiw svad Java’ od Idvob om 
me ed eymaiss Jef .eotteutal tafoon 20 medeys 
a = Stat aueet yd deresdy Utoorts aaw biow on 
— (e8 tfel caw ,ed yin .nottasup my srrovale 

# : ese ¢aefor, ton bib Wo ingmur Te ren ens. ts , 
1) aig $1yos23s0 yase ts eno ef notte tems stat i 
:. Stay a0 Sweep) to eonedis ens 102 dogass i 
"nee abn x0 (bude cede anefo shem od a 199 

‘ oth pebae ot eas ta ata te anngTng eid som 48 
ia Sibvise Fe abstes inasroet etesanas * palaw:< + aay 

Ai qditae ac bob To mmbyath one ant idatee a 
rabtuit 2908 edt ler of ate ef anitanoves oy ae - - 
Pprtevones oH 4ttash onaud agit maleeiaetialon jae 


Beaht® Seven aud .s toes Lass stat 8 


7 
a 


: 


= 
«< 


a : 7 


eee 
- 


(22) 


he create eny system or law, de started the great 
revolution in the human society, but not in protest- 
ing against any political organization, or any social 
institution, but in giving His dynamic principles 
through his teacnings and his life itself. In other 
words, his view point was so eternal and universal 
that his endeavor and his teachings could not be 
limited within certain local problems and conditions. 
But the principles are so vital to ell people of all 
ages on the earth that nis followers ere compelled 
to work out to apply them to their specific social 
conditions, 

Prostitution was an organized evil almost as 
destructive and debssing to the world as slavery, 
War was desolating almost every portion of the world 
and bringing after it trains of evils and célamities,. 
Yet Jesus never opposed or condemned them directly. 
He only laia the fundamental principles and trusted 
his followers of the ages to eccomplish his princi- 
ples on actual human situations,.* His followers 
have been and are striving to make applicetion of 
these, but progress, et best, seems to be slow towards 


* Gesta Christi, by Brace, pp. 43. 
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attaining the desired goal, 

He did not oppose the institution of slavery 
of his time, but the principles which he taught 
evidently overturns slavery from its foundation, 
They scattered the seeds of absolute freedom and 
equal justice. They destroyed all distinctions 
of caste and race, The individual soul became of 
infinite importance and of equal value, whether 
in the slave or in the King. ‘The Fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of man is his first great 
principle of the Kingdom of God. No one can re- 
peat the Lord's prayer, "Our Father who art in 
Heaven" without the consciousness of equality of 
mankind in the sight of God. To Jesus there was no 
distinction between the Smaritans and Himself, or 
between master and slave. 

The elevation of tne lowly, as Mary sings in 
the "Magnificat" ; 'He hath scattered the proud in 
the imaginetion of their hearts. te hath put down 
princes from their thrones and exalted them of low 
degree." ( Luke i: 51-52.), was part of the cur- 
rently accepted Messiaic program, and Jesus appeared 


to have reechoed this sentiment many, many times 
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when he spoke of the Kingdom of God: 

“Whosoever therefore shell humble hinself as 
this little child, tne same is the greatest 
in the Kingdom of Heaven." 

-sMatt. xviii: 4. 

"T gay unto you, this wan went down to his 
house justified rather than the other: for 
everyone that exalteth hinself shall be 
humbled; but ne that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted," 

--Luke xviii: I4 
Luke xiv; II 
Mett xxiii: Ie. 

It is however in tne parables an parabolic 
passages that the idea is most clearly expressed. 
The faithful and prudent slave is given control of 
the whole of his master's property ( Matt. xxiv; 
46. ) In the parables, which we find in Luke: xix: 
II-26 and in Matthew xxv: 14-30, those slaves who 
had traded diligently are reqarded with additional 
responsibilities and authority. 

Thus Jesus used slaves in his parables, but we 
must not make a mistake in thinking that he recog- 
nized slavery as a social institution, intrinsically 


good, But rather, we must see in those utterances 


of Jesus, His passion and his desire to elevate the 


sboO Yo mohyns4 ade Te excuse te pay 


ee aes eidmen Liste sro lemid tovecacdy" 
oe as emae eos ,OLide efisif aldd 
*, aeVaON © @obynlx ef af 


ae whtine 53 8iie> 


‘wait of nwon soew nae esne . odrw yan 2") 
he FIOHLO Shs aes TeNtay belt Loe!’ amen 
>} {face ifseth Asor lexe adr apeyxeves 
: & tloeemta 5ih 9 Letpeiaal fend of Sint ;Seldaun 
"7 bet Laxe alll 
#1 sitive exul-~ 
-=° FL vin eraut ’ oe 
Si sLing siak 
a. 7 : , 


: ep atta J yltegetg a'teJesie sla te, efit wnt vr 
tate eatin nt Gott ew detrdw eidatsg ets a2 (4B — 
» Gin senate enand OSA tviex weridveu 2° bos sia! 
fenotatishs Aft» Sepraped wie -Ylenegt tty Debert beth — 
| whirertsiw baw evlv£ttd2enogaa . 

ew ted ,eeldaray ain ni aovela beer avest =a. “a 
=yoner af sand goisintis at erste tm ap o2tae 36H 9 ae 
. ti ise tan bided wnotsud teunt isioos achiaic _ _ 
= -s#onetetty sBord OS 7 
o> wl otteed ati bap a 


_ : — - | ei: ee. ae 


(25) 


low and poor class of people like the slaves, 

He condemns arrogance, especially manifested 
by the seribes and Pharisees ( Mk. vii: 22 3 Lk. 
xviii: 2. ) He describes himself as ‘lowly in 
heart', ( Matt. xl: 29 ), and does do in connect 
ion with his offer to provide rest and refreshment 
for those who are burdened. When tney dispute about 


“Waoever 


precedence among themselves, he says, 
wishes to be first among you shall be slave ( Matt. 
xzi 27} of alli, For the Son of man._came not to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many ( Lk x: 43-45; xxkk: 26 -- Matt. 
xx: 27. ) He washes the disciples’ feet and bids 
them do the same for one another. ( John xiv: 4-7) 
We find his parable of the hard-working slave, 
in Lk. xvil: 7-10, who was obliged to prepare the 
meal and to serve nis master, after his long toil- 
some work in the fields. But we should not infer 
from this parable that Jesus saw notning wrong in 
men owning slaves end overworking them, but we 


must find a great lesson that the slaves of God 


must continually perform toeir duty. 
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While Jesus never discoursed on the problem of 
Slavery or gave any specific teachings on it, it is 
true that the abolition of slavery is the logical 
outcome of the working of his spirit and his prin- 


ciple in the social affairs of man. 


2. PAUL AND SLAVERY. 


It will be sake to say that tne primitive 
Christiens, in general, never dreamt of tne abolit- 
ion of slavery for numane or other reasons, as their 
Christian duty. The slaves themselves never thought 
that their emancipation would be the natural out- 
come of the Christian principles, The New Testament 
indicates that some of the Christians had slaves 
( Philemon TGaI7 ; Eph,wil: 3} Cel, ivs I; Col, 4113 
22-24, ), while some of tne slaves were Christians, 

Several answers nave been given to the question 
why the Church, in general, and Paul, in particular 
did not at the outset condemn slavery, and urge 
slave-owners in the Church to emancipate their slaves, 

Schaff's answer ( History of Apostolic Church, 


page 44 ) which is followed by many, has been the 
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most favorite one among Christian scholars. He gives 
two reasons--i.e., a fear of a revolution on one hand, 
and on the other, the miserable outcome on the side 

of the slaves, efter tne emancipation, in social con- 
citions. 


"In the first place", says Schaff, " the im- 
mediate abolition of slavery could never have 
been effected without a revolution which would 
have involved everything in confusion, a radi- 
Cal reconstruction of the wnole domestic and 
social life, with which the system was inter- 
woven for the slaves were employed not only 
in domestic service, but in all sorts of busi- 
ness, grinding, baking, cooking, making clothes, 
waiting on gentlemen and ladies, carrying let- 
ters, attending to argriculture, and the keep= 
ing of cattle working men. In the next place, 
a sudden emancipation would not have bettered 
the contion of the sleves themselves, but 
rather made it worse; for outward Liberation, 
to work well, must be prepared by moral train- 
ing for the rational use of freedom, by edu- 
cation to mental manhood," * 


--{bid: Page 454. 


Brace sees more extreme outcomes as & war be- 
tween master and sleves3 


"Tt would have plunged the Roman world into 
a ' misery' beyond all bounds of conception, 
and would have let loose a war of extermli- 
nation between masters and sleves, which 
would have turned Europe and Asia into a 
field of blood and slaughter," 


--Gesta Christi, by Brace, 
Page 45. % 


* See also Hlementsof Moral Science, by F. Wayland 
Channing Works ed, 1843 pp., 27, 225, 250 
46 hee 
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Before we give any criticism on this opinion, 
we shall see another answer to the question given 
by those men who see that inward freedom is more 
fundamental than the outward nemes, and that Christ- 
lanity had given liberty to the slaves already, 
Uhlhorn will represent this type of thinking. de 
says, "No less did unity transform the relation 
between masters and servants. It gave liberty to 
the slaves for ' the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men.'" Before this 
announcement, slavery could not stand. Whether one 
was a slave, or a master, was merely accidental. The 
Slave might be in truth, thet is inwardly, free, 
and the master might be in reality, that in inwardly 
a sleve, There is only one real slavery, tne bondage 
of sin, and only one true liberty, freedom in Christ. 
For this reason the Unristian Church did not in 
the least entertain the thou;ht of immediate eman- 
Cipation, "* 

The third answer, which seems to me the most 
reasonable one, is given by Cadoux with his thorough 


scholarity. Cadoux rejects the first view com- 


* Conflict of Christianity with Heathenism, by 
Uhlhorn, pp., 184-185 
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pletely. He seys, “ The difficulty in the way of 
accepting such en apology lies in the fact that it 
ignores the very vital distinction between what it 
possible, probable, practicable, and right, within 
the limits of a small and growing community, and 
what cen reasonably be anticipated and advocated 
for the whole of society at once, and en masse-- 
Christian and un-Coristian alike. How could a social 
revolution, or a general slave war, be precipitated 
by a mere handful of masters and slave-owning 
Christians, to accomplish the emancipation of all 
sleeves? 

Then he gives two reasons or ratner three 
reasons for his answer. He proceeds, "™ In the 
first place, we shall be fairly safe in saying that 
the essential in compatibility between slavery and 
Christianity, which is so clear to us, had not yet 
in tnose early days forced itself upon the minds 
of the Christian people.* 

Secondly, thou Paul was aware of certain ob- 
jections to tne institution, several circumstances 
combined to weaken the force of these, and to dis- 
* The Early Church and The World, by Cadoux, pp 134<132 


Mission and Expansion, by Harnack, pp. 167 
Theology of the New Testament, by Stevens, pp. 451. 
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courage or dely the adoption of practical reforms. 
Thus, the expectation of the Parousia would natural- 
ly tend to make the abolition of slavery seem a mat- 
ter of comparative unimportance. Again, if both mst- 
er and slave ( or even the master only ) were Christ- 
lan, the inherent evil of the institution would 

be effectively disguised by Christian conduct. While 
if only the slave was a Christian, tne duty of meek- 
ness and patience would deter him from agitating 

for his emancipation. 

Paul appears to nave faced directly the slavery 
problem more tnan once: he converted a runaway slave, 
Onesimus, and sent him back to nis old master with 
his personal letter. Paul seeing the gradual growth 
of the number of slaves and slave-nolders with the 
churches, felt it nis duty to exhort both slaves 
and masters, as to their mutual duties. Here we 
must not forget two underlying tnoughts of Paul 
in this connection. In the first place, he confirms 
the traditional Jewish idea of the orlginal unity 
of the human race. In his preacning on the Hill 
of Areopagus, he expresses this thought thus, "He 
hato made of one blood every nation of men to 


dwell on all the face of the earth. " (Acts. xviii: 


26. ) 
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Again, woen he says in I Corinthians xv; 2e- 
47 , "Therefore, as tnoough one man sin entered into 
the world, and deatn tnrough sin; and so death 
passed into all men, for that all sinned. For as 
in Adam all die; so also in Christ shall all be 
made alive. The first man is of tne eartno, eartaly; 
the second man is of heaven." He expresses the same 
idea that from a single pair, tne human race came, 

In the second place, he asserts the perfect 
equality of men in the spiritual view, in their re- 
lation to Christ, who has redeemed all, even the 
poorest and meanest, and called them to the same 
glory and blessedness. In Christ all earthly dis- 
tinctions are inwardly abolished. In him " there 
can be neither Jew nor Greek; there can be neither 
male nor female; all form one ideal person in Hin, 
( Gal. i343 28 and Col, iv: II. } Again " there 
cannot be Greek or Jew, circumcision or uncircumeis- 
jon, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, or freeman; but 
Gnriet is alk, and in all." ( Gel, 413: ID, ) 

According to Paul, the Christian master is a 
Bervent of Christ, ( Col. iv: t, ) with whom there 


is no respect of persons, and he ought to be cone 
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scious of this dependence. On the other hand, the 
Slave is by faith, free in Christ, in the blessed 
possession of the true liberty, that of the children 
of God. Therefore, the outward conditions matter 
very little from this point of view. A slave, even 
though remaining in his bonds, can be a freedman 

in a true spiritual sense, while a master, who 
holds thousands of slaves, without faith will be 

a miserable slave of sin and earth. He that was 
called in the Lord being a slave is the Lord's 
freedman, while on tne other hand, he that was cal- 
led being free is Christ's slave, 

From tnoese fundamental ideas of Paul, above 
mentioned, one can understand his exhortation to 
the sleves and to the masters. Paul exhorts slaves 
to remain as they are. "Let each one remain in 
which he was called. Wast tnou called while a 
Slave? Never mind staying, because the slave that 
was called in the Lord is tne Lord's freedman." * 
Paul sends back the converted slave, Onesimus, to 


the master, Philemon, whom he probably robbed and 


from whom he had run away, and refrained from saying 


* I Corinthians vii: 20-2! 
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directly that the slave ought to be emancipated. 
Paul bids slaves to show genuine obedience and re- 
spect to their masters, ( Philemon I6-I9 ), not 
only when the master's eye was on them, but in 
Singleness of heart, as earnest slaves of Christ 
doing tne will of God, knowing that they shall re- 
ceive their real reward from the Lord, not from 
their earthly master; that is, the expectation of 
the future judgment should be conscious to the 
minds of the slaves as tney work. ( Col. iii: 22- 
24; iv: I <= Eph, vi: 5°96, ) 

On the other nand, Paul commands masters to 
treat their sleves justly, ana to refrain from 
tareatening them, remembering tnoat they nave a 
Master of their own in Heaven who pays no regard 
to social rank.* Philemon was exhorted to receive 
Onesimus no longer as @ slave, but more than a 
Slave, a beloved brother, even as Paul himself. 

( Philemon I6-I7 ) 

We may quite safely assume that Paul did not 
think of the emancipation of the slaves as a com- 
* Col. iv: I, and Eph. vi 2. 
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manding outcome of the Christian ideals. But there 
are two passages in his Epistles which might sug- 
gest nis idea that slaves should be set free. The 


first passage is found in I Corinthians vii; 2I -- 


( Even if thou canst become free, use it rather. ) 
Moffatt translates thus, "Of course, if you do find 
it possible to get free, you had better avail your- 
self of the opportunity." This verse has been dif- 
ferently interpreted from early times. Chrysostun, 
Theodoret, and others, supply the words TK SauAreia To 
uadaan. Kayo ed. and took this verse as the ap- 
ostle gives the preference to service, but not 
liberty. Apparently Harnack follows these opinions 
for he says that the only possible sense of this 
verse is that the apostle counsels slaves not even 
to avail themselves of the chance of freedom. Any 
alteration of their position woula divert tneir 
minds to the things of earth--such seems to be the 
writer's meaning.* 

On the contrary, Origen Severianus, Calvin, 


eo ' = 
Gratius, and Neander, supply the words. TM. eae opia 


* Mission and Expansion, by Harnack, Vol. I, p. 167 
Ne Ae 
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TO AAAS, KNOB a vee Toat is to say that Paul 
advises a slave who has the chance to securing his 
enancipeation to take it. This enterpretation is 
accepted by Schaff, Lightfoot, Cadoux, and ap- 
parently by Moffatt, mies atten explanation sounds 
more netural.* 

The other passage will be found in Philemon 
verse twenty-one; bedwe as Mad, vi Dep. aAgyw a ee 
Noe ais, eee. in which Paul gives Philemon a 
fairly straight hint that ne ought to emancipate 
Onesimus. Although Harnack refuses to accept the 
above mentioned exegesis, in saying "..in his let- 
ter to Philemon, Paul neither expects nor asks the re- 
lease of the slave Onesimus." The majority of mod- 
ern scholars take the words "..do beyond what I say" 
as if Paul meant emancipation. Lightfoot comments 
in the following way: "What was the thought up- 
permost in the apostle's mind when he penned these 
words? Did he contemplate the manumission of One- 


simus? If so, the restraint which imposes upon him- 


* The History of the Apostolic Church, by Schaff, p.457 
The Harly Church and the World, by Cadoux,p. I1335=134 
Saint Paul's Epistles to the Colossians and 
to Philemon, by Lightfoot, pp. 322-325 ns 2. 
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self is significant. indeed, througn this epistle, 


the idea would seem to be present to his thoughts, 
though the word never passes his lips. This reserve 
is eminetly characteristic of the Gospel. Slavery 
is never directly attacked as such, but the prin- 
ciples inculcated must prove fatal to it."* 

This comment is excellent, I think and rightly 
represents Paul's attitude on this matter. Paul 
might have been conscious of the injustice of the 
institution of slavery, but he Gaeee condemned the 
rights of masters over slaves as sinful. Neverthe- 
less, he wisned slaves to be emancipated and masters 
to set their slaves free. 

The balance of the argument seems to be decid- 
ed in favour of the former views- 

(I) The actual language must be considered first, 
And nere (a) the particles @’ Wag will suit either 
interpretation. If they are translated ' eventhougnh' 
the clase recommends the continuance in slavery. But 

\ may be equally well taken with SGvacqai , and 


the words will tnen mean ' if it should be in your 
power to obtain your freedom'. So above, verse II, 


éay Se hat YwpisOy” $ comp. Luke xi: 18, giv de bac 
I. Peter 14113 14 GAP e& Syorte Sia Sitarosy 


(b) The expression” waddeov race 
aeehs to direct the slave to avial Seen ee 


new opportunity offered, and therefore to recommend 
liberty; comp. ix: Ie, 15. 


* Saint Paul's Epistles to the Colossians and to 
Philemon, by Lightfoot, page 343. 
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(2) The immediate context will edmit either 
interpretation. If slavery be preferred, the sen- 
tence is continuous. If liberty, the clause ‘ 

e (is parenthetical. In this 
latter “ease its motive is to correct misapprehension, 
as if the Apostle would say, ‘When I declare the ab- 
solute indifference of the two states in the sight 

of God, I do not mean to say that you should not 

avail yourselves of freedom, if it comes in your 

way; it puts you in a more advantageous position, 

and you will do well to prefer it.' Sucno a corrective 
parentnesis is altogetner efter St. Paul's manner 

and indeed instances occur in this very context: 


e.€-, verse II, fav de v4 ‘eos tT XL, ver L$ 
Se o GmgToOs kw he eek. his last passage 
1s an exact parallely for the ........e.-0f verse 
I6é is connected immediately with verse I4, the 


parenthesis being disregarded as here. 


(3) Toe argument wnoich seems decisive is the 
extreme improbability thet St. Paul should have 
recommended slavery in preference to freedom. For 
(a) such a recommendation would be alien to the 
Spirit of a man whose sense of political right was 
so strong, and who asserted his citizenship so 
staunchly on more than one occasion ( Aote xV¥ii 37: 
xxii: 28. ) (b) The independent position of the free- 
man would give him an obvious advantage in doing 
the work of Christ, whica it is difficult to imagine 
$t. Paul enjoining him deliberately to forego. (c) 
Taroughout the passage the Apostle, while maintain- 
ing the indifference of tnese earthly positions of 
independence, whenever it comes to a Christian 
naturally and without any undue impatience on his 
part. The spirit which animetes St. Paul's injunct- 
ions here may be seen from vv: &,11,15,260,27.,"* 


* Ligntioot, pps, 322-525, Ws Be 
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Dd. OTHER WRITERS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT ON SLAVERY. 


In the Pastoral Epistles of Timothy and Titus, 
toe Christian slaves in aprticular, are warned of 
the naturel tendency to think less highly of their 
master's authority tnan neathen slaves did. Be- 
cause of the idea that all Christian slaves and 
masters are alike in the sight of God and the Lord, 
Christian slaves must nave gone too far in their 
conduct which lacked the proper respect toward 
their masters, even neglecting their duties. §0 
in Timothy, they are wanred not to take liberty with 
them because those who get the good of their service 
are believers and beloved. 

In Titus, Christian slaves are exhorted to be 
submissive to their masters and to give them satis- 
fection all around; not to be refractory, hot to em- 
bezzle, but to prove tnemselves truly faithful at all 
times, so as to be an ornament to the doctrine of 
God, our Saviour in all respects. ferhaps the 
writer of Timotny speaks of slaves of Christian mast- 


ers of those of heathen masters. ( Titus ii: 9 ) 
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Gwatkin has called attention to the fact that 
in Timothy, slave traders a Vvboa trod OS are 
set down as sinners along with fornicators, liars, 
and false-swearers. * 

Peter treats sleves of heathen masters and warns 
them to be submissive and respectful, not only to 
those wno are kind and reasonable, but also to those 
who are harsh and perverse. He encourages those who 
suffer under cruel masters in given the idea that 
it is a merit, for in the sight of God, one bears 
the pains of unjust suffering. de says also, ‘Christ 
also suffered for them, leaving them an example 
that they should follow him,' 

No doubt there must nave been cases of Christ- 
tan slaves under heathen masters, being commanded 
to perform some cruel, dishonest, idolatrous, or 
otherwise un-Christian acts. “ Althouch Peter does 
not mention explicitly these kinds, in his refer- 


ence to TAS Y wy adiKars we may be able to see 


an allusion to incidents of this kind. 
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* Early Chureh History, by Gwatkin, p. 233 <n. I 


saat d 55452 wot od nolinesis beliso eas ase amp | " 
Te $367 P Amr Pacey axebei1d evais ingeutt at 
ebiaii wiodso tire? st in-grnoin Stannte ue seek tas 
| * soto1seva-oats? bas 
aw bis BS V3c8Re Hetisen Io apysis sscant —e 
ee yfac don ,isteneqeet brs nvieatndua ef of nets 
‘oF eale-tud .eldsnceset Sos bat ete ow esond 
guns @ouatiiooss =k .saisyieg bne dees ons oriw 
7 #edd eebi sez gev's af siataso larro sebry teTicgs 
etaad Sao ,fen to imgia wis al 1ct ,¢itenm a,al tt 
7 hy “yneis BYSe ©. geivethen tsutaw Io antaq ais 
@iqmane uz mise srtvaet .Sodt 10% Sewttus coals 
‘eta woilcr biwoda yes saad 
| tetris tS seas xead evan tau ereis tduok on | 
eae Gnied .aisteae nedtaen s9hay asvale gat 
a ahaa cae ,isintd sx0e wictieg ot 
SaGE sates Hueeta | +8392" M6 i Fetwio-py, celwred to 
attest eta GL .abnix seed? ¥it totigzs aotdnen, gon 


308 ot: elds ed Yan ow audi gnder ot Bone 


sales atd> to srmebdoit os sotmul te ae 


L n> 35 5e sen cn pa i 
Serpe ins 
’ 


7 
a 
~ 


(40) 


PART III. SLAVERY IN THE EARLY CHURCH. 


I. The Slave Population in the Church. 


It is certainly difficult to know what was 
the proportion of the sleve population in the early 
Chureh because of the lack of material. But it 
may be safe to assume that the slave population was 
about equal in number to tne free persons, for 
two reasons. The first is the fact that primarily, 
the Christian message was appealed most directly 
to by those who were weak and lowly, and in the 
second place, the general belief of the ratio of 
population was aivided between the slaves and the 
free, during the early cneturies of the Roman 
Empire. Gibbon believe that in the time of Claudius, 
"The sleves were at least equal in number to the 
free inhabitants of the Roman world."* Blair gues-= 
ges the number of sleves and of free to be about 
equal up to the destruction of Carthage, and after 
that, the proportion became three to one, giving a 


population of over twenty million slaves in Italy. 


* Decline and Fall of the Roman Eupire, by Gibbon-- 
1268 Mommsen, History of Rome, Vol. III, p. 494, 
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According to Zunpt, there were over six hundred and 
fifty thousend slaves in Rome in the year 5 B.C.* 

Advices to the sleves in the New Testement sug- 
gest that many members of the Churches belonged to 
the servile class. ( Col. ii1: 22825; Eph. vi: 5-83 
Titus ii: 9; I Peter i1: 18-25) I Timothy vi: 1; ete) 
As Christianity advanced in the Rowan worla, more 
people in this class would become members of the 
Church, 

Ample references to the sleves in I Clement, 
Didache, Barnabus, Justin Martyr, Tatian, Hermas, 
Irenaeus, and others show that slave members took 
an important part in the early Church. 

Aristides's reference to the Christian masters 
( 140 A.D. or 125-126 A.D. ) reveals that they had 
triend to convert their slaves into their religion. 
He says, reporting to the Emperor Hadrian, "But as for 
their slaves or maiden slaves or their children, if 
any of them have any, they persuade tnem to become 
Christians for the love that they have toward them; 
and when they have become so, they call them with- 
out distinction, brethren; they do not worship 


* Environment and Harly C,ristianity, by Angus, pp 38. 
History of the Apostolic Church, by Schaff, pp. 454, 
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strange goas; and taey walk in all humility and 
kindness and falsehood is not found among them; and 
they love one another, " Because Ignatius was re- 
ported to have said in his letter to the Romans: 

"I am even until now a slave." It was been infer- 
red that Ignatius was or had been actually a slave. 
But perhaps as Lightfoot nas pointed out, this 
inferrence is at all events supported by the analo- 
ey Hatébpitos_ which deseribes an actual fact, 
though taken as the symbol of a spiritual state, 
some external fact indeed seems to be required; but 
probably Ignatius means nothing more than that as 

& prisoner, ne was subjected to tne despotic will 
of others.* 

Nevertheless, we may assume from this passage 
that even if Ignatius himself was not a slave, he 
was conscious that he was amidst slave brothers. 

In other words, we may safely essume that there 
were many slave Christians in the Antiochean Church 
at the time of Ignatius. 

According to the "Martyrdom of Justin Martyr", 
written by an unknown author, Euelpistus, a slave 


of Caesar, suffered martyrdom with Justin, perhaps 
# Apostolic Fathers, by Lightfoot, pp 210 
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in the year I65 A.D. in Rome. ( Euelpistus, a 
slave of Caesar, answered, ' I too am a Christian, 
having been freed by Christ, and by the grace of 
Christ, I partake of the same hope." ) 

Ever since Paul's time, slaves of Caesar's 
household g¢ ek Tys havea Aa _ found 
interest in the Gospel for the lowly, and would 
become Christian saints. 

Those imperial slaves were not only in Rome, 
but scattered all over toe world. Deissmann finds 
evidence of such slaves at Eohesus.* 

The Roman bishop, Callistus, was originally a 
slave of Carpophous, a man of the faith belonging to 
the household of Caesar. He had been entrusted with 
a large sum of money, had embezzled it, had been im- 
prisoned, then banisned to the mines of Sardinia 
for having caused a riot in a Jewish synagogue. 
Having escaped from tne mine through tne good of- 
ficers of Marcia, he returned to Rome, now a freed- 
man, as the right hand man of Zephyrimus, and suc- 
ceeded him as bishop in 219 A.D. 


Perhaps the Rowan presbyter, Pious, the brother 


of Hermas must_have belonged to the class of slsves.** 
* Light From The Ancient Hast, by Deissmann, p. 160 


**\iigsion and Expansion, by Harnack, p. 168 n. 2. 
# Hyppolitus, Refut. IX Chapter vii pp. I29 
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Eusebius tells a story of the martyrdom of a 
delicate slave girl, Blandina. The martyrdom had 
taken place perhaps in the time of Marcus Aurelius 
( I77 A.D. ) in Lyons.* This is one of the evidences 
which shows that there were slaves as members in 
the churches of Gaul and Lyon from the beginning 
of Christian expansion, 

Potamiaena suffered martyrdom under Severus. 

Sne was @ slave, and her master, not being able to 
induce her to yield to his passion, accused her 
before the judge as a Christian, bidding him, if 
possible, to break her resolution by tortures, and 
then to return her to him, or, if that was not 
possible, to put her to death as a Christian,.** 

Eutyches, Victoriunes, and Nereus are said to 
have shared in tne sufierings and in the glory of 
martyrdom, 

The first and grandest edifice of Byzantine 
architecture in Italy, the noble Church of St. Vital, 
at Ravenna was dedicated by Justinian to the memory 


of a martyrea slave. reels 


* Kusebius H.E. Book V, Chapter I pp 2IiI<2I7 
464 uw it it “ a aoa 253 
# Gesta Ciristi, by Brace, p. 75 
Decline end Fall of the Roman Empire, by 
Gibbon, chapter xxxviil. 
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A beautiful instance of the esteem and position 
enjoyed by a Christian female slave in a Christian 
home, is aefforded by St. Augustine in his description 
of the old domestic. She belonged to his maternal 
grandfather's home, and had nursed his grandfather 
as a child, "..as little children are often earried 
on the backs of older girls.” She was active 
as early as the year 500 A.D. “On account of her 
age and her excellent character, she was highly 
respected by the neads of that Cnristian home, 
Hence charge of her master's daughter ( i.e., in- 
cluding Monica ) was given her, and she fulfilled 
her duty thoroughly, even better than a mother, 
When necessary, she was strict in restraining the 
girls with a holy firmness,and in teaching them 
with a sober judgment," And Augustine confesses 
thet the basis of his peity rested on this slave,* 

Certainly more references to the slave 
Christians of the early Chureh can be given, but 
because of the fact that the idee or ideas of 
equality expressed by Paul in the following form; 
"There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be 


* Confessions, by St. Augustine, chapter ix: 8,I7. 
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neither bond nor free, there can be no male and 
female; for ye all are one man in Christ Jesus", 
( Gal. i113: 27 ), so strongly prevailed among 
Caoristians that the early church writers generally 
did not make any distinction between free and bond 
in their writings, De Rossi remakrs on the fact that 
the title ' sleve' never occurs in the sepulchral 
inscriptions of Christians.* Whether this is ac- 
cidental or intentional is a question, but per- 
haps this indicates the general Christian attitude 
toward slaves. Thus, it makes this matter somewhat 
difficult to calculate the slave population within 
the Cnristian cnurcnes, 

Therefore we can say only that from tne eerly 
days of Christianity, there had always been a 
fairly large proportion of slaves in tne Church, 

Perhaps the slave populetion began to decrease 


from the 7th or Sth centuries on, and in the [2th 
century slavery was almost unknown, 


* Ball, di Arch, Christianity 1866, pp 26 
Mission and Expansion, by Harnack, Vol. I, p I68 
Hallanis Middle Ages, Chapter ii, Part II, Muraton 
History of European Morals from Augustus to 
Charlemagne, by Lecky, pp 76. 
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2, CHURCH FATHERS AND SLAVERY. 


Introductory Statement. 


The G6hurch Fathers did not seem to contri- 
bute much for the abolition movement of slavery. 
There was no Christian prophet who dared to pro- 
claim that the slavery institution was not in 
accordance witn the Divine will and with humanity, 
until as late as the ninth century wnen Saint 
Theodore of Studium ( or Constantinople ), ventureu 
to put forth the command ' Thou shalt possess no 
Slave, neither for domestic service nor for the 
labor of the field, for man is made in the image 
of God,.* 

The canon ot the Synod of Agde, which was neld 
in 509 A.D., reveals to us that the slaves were 
counted as variable property of the Church, and 
pishops were obliged to keep them in a faitnful 
manner. Tne bishop could no more alienate them 
than any other property, like land and buildings, 
at_his own will. When a case happened when some 


*% Hist, de Esclavage, by Wallon, Vol III pp 434 
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of the slaves were to be sold for some reason or 
anotner, the bishop had to consult with two or 
taree bisnops of the. same province or neighborhood, 
in order to get their consent.* 

It is a surprising fact indeed that bishops 
in those days, could hold slaves without any re- 
striction of their conscience. Even in the fourth 
century, the unreasonable punisnoment of slaves was 
not regarded as avery serious offence. The Synod 
of Elvira of 369 A.D. issued the following regulat- 
Lons; 

"If a mistress seized with furious passion beats 
her female slave witn wolips so that within three 
deys she gives up her soul in suffering, inasmuch 
as it is uncertain whether she killed her wilfully 
or by chance, let her, iff it was done wilfully, be 
re-admitted after seven years; or if it was done by 
chance, let her be admitted at the end of five years, 
after a lawful persuance; but if she should be- 


come ill during the appointed time, let ner receive 


the communion. This regulation shows very little 
*% Ayer ppe 386*337. ) 
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advance from the early (E) legislation of the 
Israelities, which precedes it about ten centuries.* 
Eve, ( Bxodus xxi; 20 o- “",,.and if a man smite 

his slave, or his maid, with his rod, and he die 
unaer his hand: he shall surely be punisned, Not- 
witnostanding, if he continue a day or two, he shall 
not be punished for he is his money." 

The canon of the Synod of Gengra, which was 
aeld in 343 A.D., cleerly indicates that those who 
encourage slaves to be emancipated, were quite se- 
verely offended, saying, “If anyone, under the pre- 
tence of piety, advises a slave to despise his 
master and run away from his service and not with 
goodwill and full respect serve his master, let him 
be anetnema.* 

Even according to the Justinian Code there 
was an unfair law towards slaves, which reads thus, 
"..any offence, except high treason, should im- 
mediately be burnt aline, without any investigation 
of the justice of the charge." *# 

As late as the sixth century, slaves could not 
be ordained into the clergy without their master's 
consent according to the church regulation. Later 
the council of Orleans, 5II A.D., added a regulation 
which says that if a slave was ordained thor 
% Ayer, pp. 336. 

#% Code Theod. Lib. VI tit. 2 


(') Apostolic Cons. 81 >, 
Ayer ( Source Book ) p. 388. 
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his master's consent, the bishop was obliged to pay 
the price of the slave to his master. 

In spite of such an unfavorable attitude toward 
the idea of the abolition of the slavery institution 
Christian thinkers in those early days were not 
entirely indifferent to slavery, because so many 
references made by the Caurch Fathers were found 
here and tnere. Unfortunately, none of tnem was 
original enough to put forth the idea of slavery 
abolition. They all faitofully followed Paul, who 
said, "Hach man abide in that calling wherein he 
was called, Wast thou called being a bondservant? 
Care not for it, for he that was called in the 
Lord being a bondservant, is the Lord's freedman; 
likewise, he that was called being free, is Christ's 
bondservant." 

Pernaps they deemed it a praiseworthy act for 
a master to emancipate a slave; because it was 
counted in the Apostolic Constitution that the 
deliverance of slaves was a Cnristian virtue, with 
other values like the protection of the poor, the 


redemption of the saints and the deliverance of 


captives. 
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(Apostolic Constitution IV: 9 <= "Therefore 
maintain and clother tnose that are in want from the 
righteous labour of the faitnful and such sums of 
money as are collected from them in the manner afore- 
sald, appoint to be laid out in tne redemption of 
the saints, the deliverance of slaves and of capt- 
ives, and of prisoners, and of those that have been 
abused, and of those that have been condemned by 
tyrants to single combat, and death, on account of 
the name of Christ. For the Scripture says, ‘Deliver 
those that are led to death, and redeem thou those 
that are ready to be slain, do not spare.'") 


It is narrated of a rich Roman, Hermes, in 
the time of Trajan, that having become a Christ- 
ian, he presented freedom, at an Easter festival, 
to all his slaves, of wnom there were twelve 
hundred and fifty.* 

A letter which nas been preserved to us re- 
veals that Gregory the Great set his slaves, Mon- 
tana and Thomas free on tne basis of his idea that 
man is born originally free, which is the Stoic 
idea, too, at the same time, and the manumission of 
the slaves is an act of self-denial and Christian 
Pemanctience « 

( Gregory the Great Ep. ad. Mortanam et Thomann, 
Ager, pp. 388-399 ** "Since our Redeemer, the Maker 
of every creature, vouchsafed to assume numan flesh 
for this end, that when by the grace of His divinity 


the chain of slavery wherewith we were neld had been 
broken, He might restore us to our predestined Llib- 


erty, it is a salutary deed if men, whom nature ori- 


* Acta Sanctorum, pp I8I, May I, 371. Quoted by 
Uhnlhorne 
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Sinally produced free, and whom the law of nations 
nas subjected to the yoke of slavery, be restored by 
the benefit of manumission to the liberty in which 
they were born. And so, moved by loving-kindness 
and consideration of the case, we make you Montana 
and Thomas, slaves of the holy Roman Church which, 
with the help of God we serve, free from this day 
and Roman citizens, and we release to you all your 
private property.") 

Thus it nas been gladly recognized that emanci- 
pation as the work of Christian love and manumission 
often occured. ( Yet they were not so frequent 
among the Christians as they were among the heath- 

x 
ens.)* On the day of baptism, or on the feast days 
of the Church, expecially at Easter, the manumission 
took place as a testimony of their gratitude for 
the grace which they had received, 

The famous humanitarian legislation proclaimed 


by Constantine, is regarded as the result of Christ= 


jan influence, 


The following legislation, especially, must be 


taken up:< 


X( Uhlhorn, Cherity, pp. 192-195. "The 
neathen often freed tneir slaves from impure motives, 
for the seke of fame, or pomp, that very many might 
follow at their funeral with tne hat,. the token 
of manumission, and even for the sake of gain, that 
they might get more profit out of freedmen than they 
could get out of slaves. All these motives were 


lacking with Christians, nay, they would have regard- 
* See Unlhnorn, 'Charity' pp. 132-133. ( Void ) 
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ed it as an act of injustice to give their slaves 
liberty for such reasons. On the contrary, Christian 
masters nad a special motive for keeping their slaves, 
viz., that they might nave the opportunity of exer- 
cising a religious and moral influence upon them, and 
of ( page 193 ) winning them for Christ. A slave 

was much better off with a truly Christian master, 
than a freedman cast out by his owner into a world 

in whicn free labour was so little esteemed. Dur-= 
ing this wnole period I only find two passages in 
woich the liberation of slaves is certainly spoken 
of. In the Apostolical Constitutions it is reckon- 
ed among the works of love. (4I) in what sense 

we shall hereafter have an opportunity of observ- 
ing; (193 ) and Ignatius, in his Epistle to Polycarp, 
(42) exhorts slaves not to wish to be ransomed by 

the Church, that they be not found to be the slaves 
of desire. From this passage it appears, that 

Slaves were then indeed ransomed at tne cost of the 
Church, but Ignatius desires that slaves are not 

to press for this, lest tney thus become slaves 

the state of affairs so as to consider, that cases 
would occasionally occur, in which his relation to 
his master would make it just impossible for a 

Slave to lead a truly Christian life, or in which this 
was in the highest degree endagered. Then indeed, 
the Church took the case in nand, and liberated the 
Slave from such a condition. But slaves were not to 
think they had a rignt to this, they were not to 
think themselves sleves to an un-Christian desire 

for worldly freedom. In fact, what we find re- 
lated in contemporary delineations of the efforts 

of the Church, to give liberty to slaves, is only 
true of spiritual liberty; if we understand it of 
numerous manumissions, it is inconsistent with facts. 
As a rule, the slave remained a slave, even when 

he became @ Christian, and the Christian master 

kept his slaves as before, but the slave served and 
the master ruled him in a different manner from 

what they formerly did.") 
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for our consideration, as a contribution toward human- 
izing the treatment of slaves. The first group of 
laws, which can be classified as laws, to protect 
Slaves from the ill-treatment of their masters were 
issued in 319 and 326 A.D., on the subject of the 
murder of slaves. He issueca two laws, which provided 
that any master, wno applied to nis slave certain 
atrocious tortures, that are enumerated, with the 
object of killing him, should be deemed a homicide. 
He issued a law on the abolition of the punishment 
of slaves by crucifixion. And again a decree went 
forth in the year 322, saying that " bloody spec- 
tacles are not pleasing in civil rest and domestic 
tranquility. Wherefore, we altogether prohibit 
them to be gladiators who may have been accustomed 
to receive this penatly and sentence, for their 
crimes, and ye shall cause them rather to serve in 
the mines, that without blood they may pay their 
Penalty." A merciful Law. csc acceweacsscceessue es 

( Codex Theed, Lib. IX tit. 12; “Imp, Cone 
stantinus A. ad Bassum..,.Si virgis aut loris servun 
dominus, afflixerit, aut custodiae caussa in vin- 
cula coniecerit, dierum distinctione sive interpre- 
tatione depulsa, millum criminis metum mortue servo 
sustineat. Nec vero immoderate suo iure utatur, sed 


tune rens homicidii sit, si voluntate eum, vel ictu 
fustis aut lapidis accident, vel certe, telo usus, 
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letale vulmus inflixerit, aut suspendi laqueo prae- 
ceperit, vel iussione taetra praecipitandum esse man- 
daverit, aut veneni virus infuderit, vel dilaniaverit, 
poenis publicis corpus, ferarum vestigiis latera per- 
secando vel exurendco adviatis ignibus membra same 
defluentes prope in ipsis adejerit cricliatibus vitam 
linquere saevitia immanum barbarorun," 


proclaimed by Constantine forbade the separation of 
the slave families. 


( Codex Theod, Lib. II tit. 25: “De communi 
Gividendo. Imp. Constatinus A. Gerulo Rationali 
trium provinciarum. In Sardinia fundis patrimoni- 
alibus, vel emphytenticariis per diversas nune 
dominas distributus, oportuit sic possessionum fieri 
'divisiones, ut integra apud possessorem unumquemque 
servorum ognatio permaneret., Quis enim ferat, liber- 
os a parentibus a frotribus sorores, a viris con« 
luges segregari? Igitur qui dissaciata in ius diver- 
Sum mancipia traxerunt, in unum redigere eadem cog- 
antur: ac si cui propter redintegrationem neces- 
situdimum servi cesserunt vicaria per eum, qui 
eosdem susceperit, mancipia reddantur, Et invigi- 
landum ne pei provinciam aligquo posthac querela 
Super divisis mancipiorum affectibus perseveret, 
Dat. III Kolnaii proculo et Paullino Coss,") 


Tne next law, woich in effect was perhaps still 
more important, imparted a sacred character to manu- 
mission, ordaining that tne ceremony should be céle- 
brated in the cnurcn and permitted it on Sunday. 

This is called manumission in ecclesia, From this 
time, it was customary to perform the....eee.. 

( Codex Theod. Lib. IV Tit. 7: De manumissioni- 
bus in Ecclesia Imp. Constantinus ) A. @sio Episcopo, 
Qui religiosa mente in ecclesiae gremio servulis 


suis meritam concesserint libertatem, eandem eodem 
jure donasse videantur, quo civitas Ronana....sol- 
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emnitatibus decursis dari consuevit. Sed hoc 
duntaxat iis, qui sub adspectu antistum dederint, 
placuit relaxari.si. cClericis antem amplius conce- 
dimus, ut, cum suit famulis tribuunt libertatem 

non slon in consectu ecclesiae ac dicantur, verum 
etiam cum postremo indicio libertates dederint, 

sen quibuscunque verbie dari praeceperint; ita 

ut ex die publicates voluntatis, sine aliquo iuris 
teste vel interprete, competat directa libertas, 
Dat. XIV Ka. Mail, crispo II et Constantino II 

Gose. (52L ») 

art of manumission in the church, before the priest 
and the congregation. The waster led his slave by 
the hand to the altar; there, tne deed of manumis- 
Sion, ratner emancipation was read aloud, and at 
the close, the priest pronounced the benediction. 
Thus, formal expression was given to the thought 


that they owed to tne church their freedom.* 


3. SLAVERY IN THE GREEK-ROMAN WORLD. 


It is difficult to answer the question whether 
the whole credit for the enactment of these humani- 
tarian legislation should be given extensively to 
Christianity, or lergely to pagenism. It was in- 
deed true that humanitarian tendency was growin 
within the pagen world in spite of the customary 
existence of cruel treatments to slaves for the 
purpose of discipline. But tne distire tion be- _ 


* See Uhlhorn, Conf. pp. 187 
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tween strict discipline and needless cruelty is not 
easy to make with accuracy. Romans generally failed 
to meke such distinctions. Mommsen says, " The abyss 
of misery and woe, which opens before our eyes in 
this most miserable of all proletariales, we leave 

to be fathomed by those who venture to gaze into 
such depths; it is very possible that, compared 

with the sufferings of the Roman slaves, the sum 

of ell Negro sufferings is but a drop."* 

Tacitus tells us that in the year 63 A.D., 
four hundred slaves of Pedamus Secundus, nothwith- 
stending a strong display of popular footing in 
their fevor, were put to death in order to avenge 
his assassination by one of their number.** 

Seneca tells of one of the examples of the 
cruel treatment of slaves by a wealthy freedman of 
Rome named Vedius Palteo. He had two pet posses- 
sions which were his habbies--his collection of 
fine tablewares and his pond full of lerge, voraci- 
ous lampreys. One day, when he was entertaining 
the Emperor Augustus, a slave dropped and broke a 


valuable cup. Immediately, the furious owner or- 


bad Hist. of Rome, IIlI=pp. 103. 
ad Sklevereli und Christenthum in der Alten 
Welt, by Zahn, pp. I44. 
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dered that the lampreys be given enother human meal 
--for this, thinks Seneca, had become their reguler 
diet. Augustus stopped the execution of the order, 
however, and askea to see the remainder of the 

host's collection of goblets. When they were brought 
the Emperor commanded the destruction of all of 

them and tne filling up of the pond, * 

Even the ladies of Rome counted the life of a 

slave as worth less than their whims of the moment. 
Juvenal records the story of a cruel lady: "Crucify 
that slave!" she cries, "What is the slave's fault to 
deserve such a punishment? Who's your witness? 
Who the informer? When a men's life is at stake, 
hesitate not at hesitation}" "A man's life!""she 
replies, "You simpleton, he is a slave. Innocent? 
Very likely. But it is my will, my command. Let 
that suffice for reason.....my will!"** 

Slaves to the Greek-Roman mind were mere 
chattels before the law and tney were mere tools 


in the eyes of their masters. Aristotle defines a 
1 _ 


Slave as an g pyavoy Swow _» & man, who be- 


longs not to himself, but is the property of another. 


* De Ira III 40; De Cleur I: I8 -- Seneca 
**  Juvenal Satire VI 220 
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Slaves and cattle were placed on the same level; 

a good watchdog, it is said by a Roman writer on 
agriculture, must not be on too friendly terms with 
his fellow-slaves: ( De Republica I ec, I+7) The 
Slave end the ox were fed properly so long as tney 
could work, because it would not have been good 
economy to let them starve; and they were sold like 
& wornout ploughshare when they became unable to 
work, because in like manner, it would not have been 
good economy to retain them longer. Fowler says, 

" ,after their day's work, the slaves were fed and 
locked up for the night, and kept in fetters if neces~ 
sary; they were in fact simply living tools." * 7 
It was in perfect consistency with such principles 
that the slaves were used and abused like beasts, 
and seldom ever any better. The celebrated Cato 
Censoririus, who is known as a merciful master, 
worked with his slaves, and ate at the same table 
with them, which was en extraordinary thing for a 
Roman to do; but he mercilessly drove them away 
when they became weak from age, and were no longer 


saleable. ** " As if, wnoen no further gain is to be 


% History of Rome, by Mommsen. II, page 437 
(I) Soeial Life at Rome, by Fowler, pp. 222, 
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hed from them, there was no longer any room for 
humanity; as if equity were not more comprehensive 
than justice: Even dogs and other animals are con- 
tinuously fed by men after they cease to bring 
them gain. The Athenians provided for the mules 
used in building the Parthenon, till they died, 
though they were free from all furtner labor." 
( Plutarch's, Cato de Agric--II: 7.2.) 

Slaves became, in later days, a matter of 
luxury, like horses and precious stones. Romans 
of rank owned them by hundreds and thousends, and 
for the most trifling services connected witn their 
mistress, who was armed with an iron rod to beat 
them for every mistake. Even for innocent noises, 
as sneezing or coughing, they were often unmerci- 
fully whipped. 

( See History of Apostolic Church, by Schaff, 

pp. 456.) 
( Slavery--Ingrams: Caelilius, ex-slave himself 


and freedman ot Augustus, disposed more than 


400 slaves.) 
( Crassus emancipated 20,000 slaves. See En- 
cyclopedia Britannica XXV, p. 219.) 


( Horace thought that ten slaves was the mini- 


mum number for an ordinary comfortable living, 


and that two hundred was not a very great 
amount. See Horace, Satire I. III, II.) 
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Augustus is said to have crucified Eros, his 
steward, for eating a quail. Roman ladies tore their 
attendants' faces or drove pins into their flesh if 
@ curl was out of place. It is no wonder that 
slaves sometimes took vengeance, and then arose the 
saying, "Quot servi, tot hostes,." 

It was not unusual for a master to nave a sort 
of a harem among his younger female slaves, for the 
Slave-girl had not protection against his lust. 

Even Roman matrons were known to stoop down to shame 
with their slaves,.* 

Tnese are rather the dark-side of the picture. 
We aust see now the brighter side, It is certain 
that slaves were often treated as friends. The 
younger Pliny is said to have treated his slaves**, 
in Seneca's phrases, as humble friends and real 
members of tne family, and marriages of slaves were 
feted with general gaiety. In many nomes, sickness 
of slaves were tenderly watchea, ana they were truly 
mourned in death. # 

pill finds many an inscription recording the 
love and faitnfulness of the slave husband and wife, 
% Environment of Early Christianity, by Angus, 

pp 39 and 40, 

HK Seneca Ep. 47. Servi sunt, immo humiles amici, 

Macrob, Sat. I ii, I2. Eurip. Ion, 854; Helen 730 


# Seneca De Ben. III 21; Ep. 47; Pliny Ep. II-II7, 
9; vill 166 
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altnough not under those honoured names. It is 
Significant that on many of these tablets, the 
honourable title of Conjunx took the place of the 
old servile contubernalis,. the inscription, ac- 
cording to Dill, which testify to the mutual love 
of master and servant are hardly less numerous, 

In one, a master speaks of a slave-child of four 
years as being dear to him as a son. Another con- 
tains the memorial of a learned lady, erected by 
her slave librarian. Another records the love 

of a young noble for nis nurse, while another is 
the pathetic tribute of the nurse to her young charge, 
who died at five years of age. ( Or 2808 ) ( Ib 
2874 ) ( Ib 2816 ) Plutarch tells about Cato's 
wife, "..the mother nursed it herself, and often 
gave suck also to the infants of ner slaves, so 
they might come to cherish a brotnerly feeling for 
her son. * Cicero's sorrow at the death of Sositheus 
has a striking parallel in tne solicitude of the 
younger Pliny for tne nealth of his freedman 
Zoaimus, ** ( Ad Athicum 112 ) ( Ep. 56 ) 


The wealthy Crassus, owner of twenty tnouseand 


of his slaves, still touna it advisable to keep 
* Roman Society, by BiLL; Be. IL 
** Cato Maior, by Plutarch, 20I. 
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in close personal touch witn many of them. Though 
he owned numberless silver mines, and highly valua- 
ble tracts of land with labourers upon them, never- 
theless, one might regard all this as nothing com- 
pared with the value of nis slaves; so many and so 
capable were the slaves he possessed...readers, 
amenuenses, silversmithns ; stewards, table-servant; 
and himself directed their education, and took part 
-in it himself as a teacher, and, in a word, he thought 
that the chief duty of the master was to care for 
his slaves as tne living implement of the nousenold 
management .* 

Many slaves occupied high positions of trust 
as physicians, tutors, private secretaries, philo- 
sophic advisers. Under the Empire, the positions 
of the slaves were very much improved ana the caprice 
of the masters restrained,** Pages could be fil- 
le@ with citations from Seneca on the duty of 
Eivtiness to slaves, and advices to treat them as 
friends and_not to despise them. A few lines will 
* Slavery in the Roman World in the First 

Century, by Hedley, pp. 335. 


Crassus 2, by Plutarch. 
** August. Par. 53. 
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be quoted here, "It is creditable to a man to keep 
witnin reasoneble bouncs in his treatment of his 
Slaves. Even in the case of a numan chattel, one 
ought to consider not how much one can torture him with 
impunity, but now far such a treatment is permitted 
by natural goodness and justice, which prompts us 

to act kindly, even towards prisoners of war and 
slaves bought for asprice,..,.and not to treat them 
with scornful brutality as numan chattels, but as 
persons somewnat below ourselves in station, who have 
been placed under our protection ratner than assign- 
ed to us as servants....~Thougn the law allows a slave 
to be ill-treated to any extent, there are neverthe- 
less some things woich tne comion laws of life for- 
bid us to do to a human being....Cruel masters are 
pointed at with disgust in all parts of the city, 

and are nated and loathed, ( De Clem. I: I8.) 

The cruelty of even private men has sometimes 
been revenged by their slaves in spite of the cer- 
tainty that they will be crucified....what, indeed, 
can be expected from those waom he has taugot to 


be wicked? ( De. Clem. I: 26. ) 
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Way should I make my slave atone by stripes ana 
manacles for having answered me too loudly or having 
put on a stubborn look, or muttered something which 
I did not catch? Who am I, that it should be a crime 
to shock my ears? .....ls this his first offence? 
think how long he has been acceptable. Has he often 
done wrong, and in many others cases? fnen let us 
continue to bear what we nave borne so long. {( De 
Ira III: 24.) 

If a prisoner of war, who has suddenly been re= 
duced to the condition of a slave, still retains some 
remnants of liberty, and does not run nimbly to per- 
form foul and toilsome tasks, if...hne cannot run 
fest enough to keep pace with His master's horse 
or carriage, if sleep overpowers him, when weary 
with many days and nights of watching, if ne re- 
fuses to undertake farm work, or does not do it 
heartily wnen brought away from the idleness of city 
service and put to hard lebour, we ought to make 
distinction between whether a man cannot or will 
not do it; we should pardon any slaves, if we began 
to judge them before we began to be angry with them, 


( Seneca De. Ira III: 29 ) 
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"It is the part of a wise and a good man, to 
deal with his inferior as he would have his superior 
deal with him; for servants are not only men, but a 
kind of numble friends; and fortune has no more power 
over them, than over their masters; and he that duly 
considers how many servants have come to be masters 
and how many masters to be servants, will lay no 
great stress of argument either upon the one or 
upon the other." ( Ep. ffs) 

"Nature bids me do good to mankind. What dif- 
ference does it make wnetner they be slaves or free- 
men, free-born or emancipated?...Wherever tnere is 
@ humen being, there is an opportunity for a bene- 
Peo ( De. Vita Beata 24,) 

"As I would treat some servants kindly because 
they are wortny, and otners to make them so; so, on 
the other side, I would heve a servant to reverence 
his master; and rather to love him thm fear him 
~«eThe body of a servant may be bought and sold, 


but his mind is free," ( Ep. I7. ) 
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4. THE ACTUAL ATTITUDE OF THE EARLY CHRISTIAN 
WRITERS TO SLAVERY. | 


Now we turn to the early Christian Literature 
of this specific period, from the closing part of 
the First Century down to the time of Emperor 


Constantine, 
A. Tae Recognition of the Slavery Institution, 


The institution of slavery is recognized 
practically by all Christian writers of this periad, 
Nowhere is there found a trace of the keeping of 
slaves thought wrong on the part of a Christian, 

Toe idea of the Jewish Essenes (I), who com- 
pletely condemned the slavery institution made 
practically no influence upon toe minds of the 
Christian writers. 

(I) Philo--oOn the Life of Wisdom. "Among 
them, none is a slave, but all are free, mut- 
ually working for each other, they consider 
Slave-holding to be not only unjust and a vio- 
lation of piety, but also a godless transgres- 
sion of tne natural law, woich nas created 
all egual--as brothers." 

Only in one piece of literature, that is the Gnostic 


Acts of Tnhmoas--whicn many scholars believe was writ- 


ten, not in Yreek but in Syriac about 250 A.D., in 
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the Church of Northern Mesopotamis (i) contains a 
protest egainst the very institution of slavery in 
the very seme manner as the Essenes, on the ground 
of the equality of all before God. (ii) But this 
Gnostic literature of Mesopotamis never has been 
respected by the orthodox Christians, and doesn't 
seem to nave come into the Christian world to make 
any influence upon the later Christians, 

All literature from Ignatius of Antioch in 
IIO A.D. down to Lactinus, the tutor of Crispus, son 
of Constantine the Great, represents the idea, 
pernaps, tnet the Roman Cnristiens of the first 
quarter of the fourth century, not only justifies 
the slavery institution, but also admits tne nece- 
ssity of a quite severe punishment on slaves in or- 
der to discipine them. 

In the tine of Ignatius of Antioch, there must 
have been some Christian slaves who agitated for 
emancipation, and some caurches which negotiated 
(1) The Primitive Church, by Streeter, p. 33. 

(ii) Acts of Thomas, quoted by Cadoux, p. 83--The 


Barly Church and tne World, p. 454. 
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emancipation to their own expense, because Ignatius 
says, “Let them not desire to be free at the church's 
expense, that they be not found the slave of lust." 
( Ignatius to Polycarp, IV. 3. ) 

Justin Martyr, in his Dialogue with Tryphe ( I55- 
I60 A.D. ), quotes the prophecy in which Canaan was 
sentenced to slavery *, and nis words may perhaps 
be teken as implying a dim idea of the Divine sanct- 
lon of the institution itself. 


* Justin, Dialogue with Tryphe "The blessings, 
and also the curse, pronounced by Noah were propnecies 
of tne Future, 

For another mystery was accomplished and pre- 
dicted in the days of Noah, of which you are not 
aware, It is this: in tne blessings wherewith Noah 
blessed his two sons, and in the curse pronounced on 
his son's son. For tne spirit of prophecy would not 
curse the son that nad been by God blessed along with 
( his brothers ) But since tne punishment of the sin 
would cleave to the whole descent of the mocked at 
his father's nakedness, he made the curse originate 
with his son. Now, in what he said, he foretold that 
the descendants of Shem would keep in retention 
the property and dwellings of Canaan: and again, 
thet the descendant of Japnetn would teke possession 
of property of which Shem's descendants nad dispos- 
sessed Canaan's descendants; and spoil the descendants 
of Shem even as they plundered tne sons of Canaan, 
And listen to the way in which it has so come to 
pass. For you, who nave derived your lineage from 
Shem, invaded the territory of the sons of Canaan 
by the will of God; and you possessed it. And it 
is manifest taat the sons of Japheth, having invaded 
you in turn by the juagment of God, have taken your 
land from you, and have possessed it. Thus it is 
written: ‘And Noah awoke from the wine, and knew 
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what his younger son had done unto him; and he said 
Cursed tne servant; a servant shall he be unto nis 
brethren. And he said, ‘Blessed be the Lord God of 
snem; and Canaan shall be his servant. May the 
Lord enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the 
houses of Shem, and let Canaan be his servant.' 

( Gen, 1x; 24-27.) Accordingly, as two peoples 
were blesse@ and as the offsprings of Shem were 
decreed first to possess the dwellings of Canaan 
and toe offspring of Japhethn were predicted as in 
turn receiving the same possessions, and to the 
two peoples there was the one people of Canaan 
handed over for servants; so Christ has come ac- 
cording to the power given Him from the Almighty 
Fatner, and summoning men to friendship and bles= 
Sing, and repentance, and dwelling together, has 
promised, as has already been proved that there 
shall be a future possession for all the saints in 
this same land. And hence all men everywhere, 
whether bond or free, wno believe in Christ, and 
recognize the truth in His own words and those of 
His prophets, know that they snall be with Him in 
that lana, and inherit everlasting and incorrupti- 
ble good," 


Tertullian, a nature of Carthage and tne son 
of a Roman pro-consular centurian, recognizes the 
right of a slave-holder. He condemns, in his 
Marcion, ( 208-213 A.D. ) , one who tekes a slave 
away from his master and claims nim as another's 
property .* 

*Tertullian, Marcion. I. xxiii. 

By wnat rule, however, can an unjust 
benevolence, displayed on benalf of a stranger, to 
who not even an nonest one is legitimately due, be 


defended as a rational one. For what is more une 
righteous, more unjust, more dishonest than so to 
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benefit an alian slave as to take him away from his 
master, claim him as the property of another, and 
suborn him against his master's life, and all tais, 
to make the matter more iniquitous till, whilst he 
is yet living in nis master's house, and on his 
master's garner, and still trembling beneath his 
stripes?" 

Tatian has an allusion in which he recognizes 
Slavery and exnorts slaves to stay in their places, 
He says, in his Oratio and Graecos ( 155 A.D.), 

"Am I @ slave, I endure servitude." ( Tatian, Oratio 
ad Graecos, c. II.) 

One of the passages in the Apostolic Constitut- 
ion, which is pernaps of Easter origin and of clos- 
ing years of the third century, hints that a slave 
was considered as a thing necessity along with other 
necessary things. It reads, "...you are also to 
avoid their public meetings, and those believers ought 
not to go to any of those public meetings, unless to 
purchase a slave, and save a soul, and at the same 
time to buy such other things as suit their necessit- 
ies. ( The Apostolic Constitution Book II, 62.) 

Cyprian of North Africa, (1) "Egyptian Church 
order", (2) Ornobius, and Clementine alike recognize 
the rights of masters to exhort slaves to obey even 
their wicked heathen masters, 

(I) Cyprian Treaties of, Testimonies III; 72 


( 248 A.D. ) “That servants, when they have believed 
ought to serve their carnal masters the better. In 
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the Epistle of Paul to tne Ephesians: ‘Servants, obey 
your fleshly masters with fear end trembling, and in 
Simplicity of your heart, as to Christ; not serving 
for these, as if you were pleasing men; but as ser- 
vants of God!" 


(2) Const. Eg. X3 3: “Inquiratu autem, qualis 
vita eorum sit, num uxorem habeat an servus ( domini) 
fTidelis sit et dominus ei permittat tunc audiat,-=-=< 
4, ( Sei dominus ei testimonium no perhibet, eum bon-= 
um esses, reicatur..), 5, Sei dominus gentilis est, 
doceas eum, ut domino pleaceat ne blasphenia oriatur.)" 


(3) II; 5Se- "What say you, O ignorant ones, for 
whom we might well weep end be sad? are you so void 
of fear that these things may be true which are despis- 
ed by you and turned to ridicule? and do you not con- 
sider with yourselves at least, in your secret thoughts, 
lest that which today with perverse obstinacy you re- 
fuse to believe, time may too late show to be true, 
and ceaseless remorse punish you? .......That 
Slaves choose to be tortured by their masters as 
they please, wives to be divorced, children to be 
Gisinherited by their parents, rather than be unfaith- 
ful to Christ and cast off tne oaths of the warfare 
of salvation?” 

(Clenentine, Recog. IX: xvi:- Through fear, 
nations are subject to their kings and armies obey 
with arms in their nands. Slaves, although they are 


stronger than their masters, yet througn fear sub- 
mit to their master's rule.) 


B. Approval of the Punishment of Slaves, 

There are many passages in which Christians 
speak as if they approved of the severe method by 
which slaves were punished. Arnobius speaks of a 
slave wno had been scourged and afterwards cruci- 
fied in the circus as paying the penalties and 
punishment of his deserts on the ground that noth- 


ing unjust was being done, but a wrong-doer was being 
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punished with appropriate penalties. H.g., "... 
&a master dragged across the middle of the arena, 
and afterwards, according to custom, punished with 
the cross, a very worthless slave whom he had beat= 
en with rods." ( Arnold VII: 39,41--304=3I0 A.D. ) 
several references to the punishment of slaves 
made by Lactatius, can be found. He justifies his 
approval of punishment on the ground that God is 
sometimes angry. He speaks: "If any master has 
in his household a good and a bad servant, it is 
evident that ne does not hate them both, or confer 
upon both benefits and honors; for if he does this, 
he is both unjust and foolisn. But the addresses 
to the one who is good is friendly, and honours hin, 
and sets him over his house and household, and all 
his affairs; but punished the bad one with reproaches, 
with stripes, with recklessness, with hunger, with 
thirst, with fetters; so that the latter may be an 
example to others to keep them sinning, and tne fore 
mer to conciliate them; so that fear may restrain 
some, and honor may excite others. " ( Lact. Ira 


Dei v. 12. ) In the same book he says: "To be angry, 


therefore, is the art of reason." E.g@., Lact. Ira 


Dei xviis 4*9%- 
"T would gladly ask from those who re- 
present God as immoveable, if any one had property, 
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@ house, a nousenold oi slaves, and his slaves despis- 
ing the forbearance of their master, should attack 
all things, and themselves take the enjoyment of his 
goods, if his household should honor them, while the 
master was despised by all, .....«< 

What if those things were done which are spoken 
of by Cicero? ' For I ask, if any head of a family 
when his children had been put to death by a slave, 
nis wife slain and his house set on fire, should 
not exact most severe punishment from thet slave, 
whether he would appear to be kind and merciful, or 
inhuman and most cruel?' But if to pardon deeds of 
this kind is the part of cruelty rather than of 
kindness, it is not therefore the part of goodness 
in Goad not moved at those things which are aone un- 
justly. For tne world is, as it were, the house of 
God, and men, as it were, His slaves; end if His 
name is a mockery to them, what kind or amount of 
forbearance is it to give up His own nonours...To be 
angry, therefore is the part of reason." 


Here he says tnat it would be cruetly rather 
than kindness to pardon a slave wno kills his mast- 
er's wife ana children. 

He says again: "But it is ea fault not to check 
the faults of slaves and children; for through their 
esceping without punishment they will proceed to 
greater evil." ( Lact. Ira Dei xvii: 2, 12 and also 
Teen, Insth. IVi zuvilh @ { Vitt exiv- 4. 3 

Eusebius mentions it as one objection among others 


to the doctrine of Fate that we do not feel our- 
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selves compelled by any external cause" in chastis- 
ing sons and whipping slaves who are at fault. 
Eusebius Preeparatio Evangelica ( 303-314 A.D.) 


CVAp y's Caurwv ar oQouueQa Ay Basta Soue Yui... PV 
Tw _woidever Togs vfers, kas mar Tiferv Tors ofkeras 
Adaproavias cre clearly Eusebius approves, not 
only the right of slave-holding, but also punisning 


them with the scourge, if not by severer methods, 


C. Equality before God. 

The words of Paul who says: “There can be 
neitner Jew nor Greek, tnere can be neither bond nor 
free, " ( Gal. 114: 26 ) Again, " For he that was 
called in the Lord being a bondservant, is the Lord's 
freedman; likewaise he that was called being free, is 
Christ's bondservant." (Igor, vil; 23. ) "Knowing 
that he who is botn their Master and yours is in 
Heaven and there is no respect of persons with nim." 
( Eph. vi: 9 ) These words were repeated again and 
again to approve of these later Christian writings 
with reference to the question of a slave's status. 


And that these writings influencea posterity goes 


without say. 
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Ignetius of Antioch says, "Be not ashamed of 
Slaves, for we possess the same nature in common with 
them, " ( Ignatius to Hero IV,) 

Clement of Alexandris, in his writing, Palda- 
gogus ( 195 A.D. ), quotes Paul's words (I) Paed. III: 
xii, (2 and he says:- “..and thou wilt find that the 
masters differ in no respect from the money-bought, 
either in garment or look or voice--so like to them 
Slaves are they. But they are distinguished from the 
Slaves by being weaker and naving been brought up 


" His words here rather sound 


in a more sickly way. 
as if that the position of the slaves was more ad- 
vantageous because of their physical vigor. Clement 
says again, "Slaves, too are to be treated like our- 
selves; for they are numan beings as we are. For 
God is the same to free and bond, if you consider," 
( Clem. Paed. II vi, 34 and Clem. Paed. III xii.) 

If we turn to North Africa, of the same age, we 
find that Tertullian expresses the same idea of equali-~ 
ty which is found in St. Paul's fashion; one who 


is under bondage, is a freeman wnen he is redeemed 


by Christ, and the freedman is a slave of Christ. 
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( Tertullian, de corona mil. I3:* "The freedom 
of the man of this world puts on a wreath." 
' It was the custom for freedmen to put on 
a wreath to express their joy at their free= 
dom', "But thou art already ransomed by 
Christ, and at a nigh price, how should the 
world be able to give liverty to one who is 
in another's service? If it likes as if one 
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were free, it is just as clear that there still 


is in it truth. For, before, thou wast, as 

one ransomed and redeemed by Christ, free 

from the authority of man, and now thou art 

a bondservant of Christ, though set free by 

man," ) 

The Senator Apollonius of Perpetua and 

Felicitas, who suffered a martyrdom at Carthage 
in 203 A.D., holds the same idea. He says; "Kings 
and paupers, rulers, slaves and freemen would all be 
judged at the last." ( Acts of Apollonius 25 ; 18- 
722 2.3, ) 

A little later, Cyprian, recognizing the instie- 
tution of slavery, and exnorting slave holders to 
compel their slaves to submit to them, and to re- 
frain from torturing toeir slaves, says: “#rom your 
Slave you yourself require service; ana thougn a man 
you compel your fellow-men to submit, and to be obe- 


dient to you; and although you snare tne seme lot 
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in respect of being born, the same condition in respect 
of dying; although you nave like bodily substance and 
a common order of souls, and although you come into 
this world of ours, and depart from it after a time 
with equal rignts, and by the same law; yet, unless 
you are served by him according to your pleasure, 
unless you are obeyed by him in conformity to your 
will, you, as an imperious and excessive exactor of 
his service, flog and scourge him: you afflict and 
torture nim with hunger, witno thirst and nakedness, 
and even frequently with tne sword and with imprison- 
ment. And, wretcen that you are, do you not ecknowl- 
edge the Lord your God while you yourself are thus 
exercising lordship?" 

Arnobius tells that tne mercy of God is bestowed 
upon all the people witnout any distinction between 
men of high rank and the meanest slaves, and the 
fountain of life is open to all. 

( Arnobius Against Heathen, 304-310 A.D., II, 

64:=- "I reply, does not He free all alike who 

invites all alike? or does He thrust back or 
repeal any one from tne kindness of the Supreme 
who gives to all alike the power of coming to 

Him--to men of high rank, to the meanest 

slaves, to women, to boys? To all, de says, 


to the fountain of life is open, and no one 
is hindered to keep back from drinking.") 
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Lactantius, a favorite Christian scholar of 
Emperor Constantine, who recognizes the institution 
SO completely and even advocates the severe punish- 
ment upon wicked slaves, does not fail to conceive 
the Christian idea of equality of all mankind. He 
says, "For God, who produces and gives breath to 
men, willed that all should be equal, that is, equal- 
ly matched. He has imposed on all tne same condit- 
ion of living; He nas produced all to wisdom; He 
has promised immortality to all; no one is cut off 
from His neavenly benefits. For as He distributes 
to all alike, His one light, sends forth His foun- 
tains to all, supplies food, and gives the most 
pleasant rest of sleep; so He bestows on all equity 
and virtue, In His sight no is a slave, no one a 
master; for if all nave tne same Father, by an equal 
right we all are children." 

Again, in reply to the geustion: "..are there 
among you, Cnoristians, some poor, others rich, some 
Slaves, others masters? Is there not some difference 
between individuals? " He replies; "There is none; 
nor is there any other cause why we mutually bestow 
upon each other the name of brethren, except that we 


believe ourselves to be equaly. For sincere measure all 


CoS" —~S—~—“—C!.C 


© teforisce nates Pryi2 Si itevet a. ,belinagsogy. 
modsut Bans aid sostagoos1'ofw .sniticatancd torteqngd 

aie tr, S1svee Sng ascsocvbs nsvs De yistelemos oe 
S¢lecnan ov [iat Jon esos ,sevele bexoiw cogu Joon | 
ai. sbp tina ifs io yotiaups Iqaebt natielind |eat® 4, 
| et B3ao% esvig Snr apovbotg otiw ,bob t0%" <S¥ee . - 
@ set, 60d ,davge ed Sivone cre dass beitin pen 
riod SCan ant fie HO Beacchl sac of badosan xi 
pmoketx Rs ii peovbetg aan su ;anivil Ic aot 
paiO 2 ene on jis of ¢tilational beslnotg eas 


a > ine eas aatly iis . 6063 seiicavs , fle of antes. 
wluce. tis mC euoleet eh of ;qoele 16 Jeet snasseiy 
wane. Gi ,@vale & af om #iate ark ol .eusaty ons 7 


‘eine na vd erecia® tthe sig ae fie 3f “of Sages! 
=-85 


* ne xDiids eta fis o% sighs 

‘ered? ts, o" - sholdavey ond os wiqut ad Atos ee: ' 
anes atett etelilo “1609, Sues fansi¢etadd ey gocas 
* ‘pohaxet tis sno don Sveis ak .texesteae. axende novela, 
- iencn #f.eteht" i802 tales ei,” teleubdiviiol nsewsed 
_ focned linge ew: Yow one Taito Pus. erent al — 
se Jag? “SOKO Sidierd < ‘sbac-: “aad dissin’? 
P£le eiveaen sis snfa rol .¢Leups sd og - ail yt o evens 


—— - 
oe rane 


; * 


( 80) 


human things not by the body, but by the spirit, 
in religion as fellow-servants. Riches also do not 
redner men illustrious, except that they are able 
to make them more conspicuous by good works. For 
men are rich, not because they possess riches, but 
because they employ on works of justice; and they 
who seem to be poor, on this account are rich, be- 
cause they are not in want, and desire nothing, 

Though, therefore, in lowliness of mind, we 
are on an equality, the free with slaves, and the 
rich with the poor, nevertheless in the sight of 
God, we are distinguished by virtues. Any every- 
one is more elevated in proportion to his greater 
justice. For it is justice for a man to put hin- 
self on a level even with those of lower rank, ale 
though he excels in this very thing, that he made 
himself equal to ois inferiors; yet if ne has con- 
ducted himself not only as an equal, but even as an 
inferior, he will obtain a muco higner rank of dig- 
nity in the judgment of God." 

Also he says: "With God, no one is e slave, no 


one is a master, for if we all have the same Father 
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we are all free by an eqaul right." ( Lact. Insti. 

Vi xiv-I7.) 

D. Duties of Masters and Slaves, Kindliness and 
Obedience, 

As to the duties of masters end slaves, all 
through the Caristian literatures, again the words 
of Paul, “ Servant, obey in all things them that 
are your masters according to the flesh, not with 
eye-service, as men-pleasers, but in singleness 
of heart, fearing the Lord: whatsoever ye do, work 
heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto men, know- 
ing that from the Lord ye shall receive the recon= 
pense of the inheritance: ie serve tne Lord Christ, 
for he that doeth wrong shall receive again for 
the wrong that ne hath done: and tanere is no res-= 
pect of person," 

Masters, render unto your servant, that wnich 
is just and equal; knowing thet ye have also a 
master in Heaven." ( Col. i113 22-24; iv: I and 
Eph. vi: 5-9.) 

Ephesians vi: 5-9 is repeated again and again 


in exhorting masters ana slaves. Masters and mis-= 
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tresses were strictly charged to treat all their 
slaves humanely, but, on the other hand, to re- 
member thet Christian slaves were our brothers. 
Christian slaves, for their part were told not to 
disdain their Christian masters--i.e., they were not 
to regard themselves as their’ equals. Here humi- 
lity, obedience, gentleness, patience, resignation, 
etc. were usually neglected or under-rated in the 
Greek-Roman world, were emphasized, on the other 
hand, in the Christian Churches as cardinal vir- 
tues, 

Ignatius of Antioch (I106-II5 A.D, ) exhorts mast+ 

ers not to despise their slaves; 

"Do not be despiseful to slaves, either men 
or women; yet do not let them be puffed up, 
but let them rather endure slavery to the 
glory of God, that they may obtain a better 
freedom from God. Let them not desire to be 
set free at the Church's expense, that they 
be not found the slaves of lust." 

#e-Tgnatius to Polycarp ivid, 

In the Didache, woich was perhaps composed 


in Antioch (90-II5 A.D.), and in the Epistle of 


Barnabas, of which origin according to Streeter 
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was Alexandria of the contemporary of Didache,. 


There are similar exhortations to both slaves and 


masters, 


Didache 
avi 9-11 . 


"Thou snelt not withhold 
thine hand from thy son 
or from thy daughter, but 
thou shalt teech them the 
fear of God from their 
youth up. Thou shalt not 
command in thy bitterness 
thy slave or thine hand- 
maid, who hope in the same 
God, lest they cease to 
fear the God who is over 
you both; for he comes not 
to call men with respect 
of persons, but those whom 
the Spirit nas prepared, 
But do you who are slaves 
be subject to your master, 


as to God's representative, 


in reverence and fear," 


Barnabas 
xix: 7. 


"Thou shalt not be double- 


Minded or talkative. Thou 
snalt obey thy masters 

as a type of God in modes- 
ty and fear; thou shalt 
not command in bitter- 
ness thy slave or hand- 
maid who nope on the 

same God, lest they 

cease to fear the God 

who is over you both; for 
he came not to call men 
witn respect of persons, 
but those whom the Spirit 
prepared," 


The Shepherd of Hermas, who was a brother of 


Pious, the Roman bishop, encouraged the Christian 


Slaves under heatnen masters to endure their hard- 


ships, waiting for the final judgment by the Lord 


who has power over alla 
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"If the heathen punish their servants, if 
one deny his lord, what think you will the 
Lord, wno nas power over all, do to you? 
Put away these thougnts from your heart 
that you may live forever to God." 


--The Shepherd of Hermas, 
Sim. iz: zxviib, &. 

Justine mentions the enduranee of evil on 
behalf of one's slaves as an example of that gen= 
uine goodness, wnich Christ enjoined in commanding 
us to love not only our friends but also our en- 
meiess 

"But if a man were to perform the same acts 

in behalf of his slaves, that man would 
justly be called good. Wherefore the Savior 
also taught to love our enemies, since, says 
He, what thank have ye? So that He has 
shown us tnat it is a good work not only 

to love those that are begotten of Him, but 
also tnose that are without. And wnat He 


enjoins upon us, He himself first of all 


does," 
--Justin, On the Resurrection, 


Chapter vili. 

Clement of Alexandria has much to say about 
the duties of masters and slaves. To slaves, he 
quotes @ passage from Peter: "Be subject to their 
masters with all fear, not only to the good and 
gentle, but elso to the forward," And to masters 
" be ye all of one mind, having compassion one 
for another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be 


humble." ( Paed. iii: 2.) He now uses Paul's 
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expression in both stromata (I) / 190-210 A.D? 
and Paedagogues (2) / 195 A.D._/7, to exhort slaves 
to be obedient and masters to treat their slaves 
kindly3e- 


(I) Clemtn. of Alexandria, Stroma. IV; vii, 65-<- 
"Slaves be obedient in all things to those 
who are your masters according to the flesh; 
not with eye-service, as men=-pleasers; but 
with singleness of heart, fearing the Lord, 
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as serv- 
ing the Lord and not men, knowing that of the 
Lord ye shall receive the reward of inheri- 
tance; for ye serve the Lord Christ. For the 
wrong doer shall receive the wrong wnich he 
hath done; and there is no respect of persons, 
Masters, return to your servants justice and 
equity; knowing that ye also have a Master 
in Heaven," 


(2) Clemtn., of Alexandria, Paed. III: xii, 92+- 
"Slaves, be obedient to those that are 

your masters according to the flesh, with fear 

and trembling, in the singleness of your hearts, 

as unto Cnrist's; with good-will from the soul 

doing service. And, ye masters, treat your 

Slaves well, forbearing threatening knowing 

that both their and your Lord is in Heaven; 

and there is no respect of persons with 

Him." 


In the same book, ( Paed. III: xii) he 
says, "Slaves, too, are to be treated like our- 


selves: for they are human beings, as we are." 


( Quoted from page I2.) In the Stromata, he in- 
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that tne slaves under wicked and tyranic 


masters be obedient just the same as under the 


good one, 


Morever, the slave, though threatened with 
death at a tyrant's hands, and brought be-~- 
fore the tribunals, and all his substances 
imperilled, will be no means abandon piety; 
nor will the wife who dwells with a wicked 
husband, or the son if he has a bad father, 
or the domestic if he nas a bad mester, 
ever fail in holding nobly to virtue, and 
for liberty, and for a man to die for 
virtue, and for liberty, and for himself, 
so also is it for a woman. For this is 
fost peculiar to the nature of males, but 
to the nature of the good, accordingly, 
both the old man, the young, and the ser- 
vant will live faitn-fully, and if need be 
Giles; which will be tobe made alive by 
déeatn,. s 

--Clemt. of Alexandria, 

Stromata IV: vil, page 421 


Tertullian of North Africa also emphasizes 


obedience as tne important virtue of a Christian 


slaves 


0 


Tertullian Patience IV--Servants as we 

are of the living God, whose judgment on 
His servants turn not on a fetter ora 

cap of freedom, but on an eternity either 
of penalty or of salvation; for the shun- 
ning of which severity of the courting of 
which liberality there needs a diligence 
in obedience as great as are the comminat- 
ions themselves whicn the severity utters, 
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or the promiese which the liberality 
freely makes. And yet we exact obedi- 
ence not from men only, who have the 
bond of their slavery under their chin, 
or in any other legal way are debtors 
to obediences, but even from cattle, 
even from brutes; understanding that 
they have been provided and delivered 
for our uses by the Loré." 


The Epistle of Peter of Alexandria, dating 
about 300<3II A.D. laid a principle that a Christ- 
lan slave, who in time of persecution had been sent 
by a Christian master to offer sacrifice on that 
master's benalf, and had done so, might be re- 
admitted to Christian communion after only one 
year's penance, because of his vritue of obedience, 
the major responsibility in such a case being the 


master's. 


"Tn the case of those who have sent Christ- 
ian slaves to offer sacrifice for them, the 
slaves indeed as being in their master's 
hands, and in a manner themselves also 
in the custody of their masters, and being 
threatened by tnem, and from their fear 
having come to this pase and having lapsed, 
shall during the year show forth the works 
of penitence, learning for the future, as 
the slaves of Christ, to do the will of 
Christ and to fear Him, listening to this 
especially, that ' whatsoever good thing 
any man doeto, tne same shall be receive 
of the Lord, whether he be bond or free." 


--Peter of Alexandria, Epistle vi. 
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The same letter exhorts masters to treat their 
slaves justly and kindly: 


"But the freemen shall be tried by penance 

for three years, both for their dissimulation, 
and for having compelled their fellow-servants 
to offer sacrifice, inasmuch as they have not 
obeyed the apostle, who would nave the mast- 
ers to do the same things unto the servant, 
forbearing threatening; knowing, says ne that 
our and their Master is in heaven; and that 
there is no respect of persons with Him. Now, 
if we all have one Master, with whom is no 
respect of persons, since Christ is all and in 
all, in barbarian, Scythian, bond or free 

they ought to consider what they have done, 
wishing to preserve their own lives. They 
have drawn their fellow-servants to idola- 

try who would nave been alble to escape, had 
they given to them that which is just and equal." 


--Ppeter of Alexandria. Ep. Can. 7: E. vi: 
Orcee tiie bcp twa, 

The martyr, Pollio, said that the Divine laws 
persuade masters to rule their slaves more by piety 
then by anger, and by remembrance of ten conditions 
which both share; and that the laws of God bade 
slaves to do their duties more in love tnan in fear. 

The Apostolic Constitution, again quotes Paul's 
words and exhorts masters to treat their slaves as 
his sons or brothers and to teach slaves to work 


with good will, and with the fear of God, even if 
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the master be imperious and wicked3 


"But as to servants, what can we say more than 
that the slave bring a good will to his master, 
with the fear of God, although he be impious 
and wicked, but yet not to yield any coompli- 
ance as to his worship? And let the master 
love his servant, although he be his superior. 
Let nim consider wherein they are equal, even 
as he is aman. And let him that has a believ- 
ing master love him both as a father, but still 
with a preservation of nis authority as his 
master; '...not as an eye-servant, but as a 
love of his master; as knowing that God will 
recompense to him for his subjection. ' ' In 
like manner, let a master wno has a believing 
servant love him as a son or as a brother, on 
account of their communion in the faith, but 
still preserving the difference of a servant." 


-“Apostolic Constitution IV: Ie. 


In the Apostolic Constitution, the bishops are 
commanded that they snould not receive any oblation 
of those men who abuse tneir own slaves, wickedly with 


stripes, and hunger, and hard services 


"Now the bishop ought to know whose oblations 

he ought to receive, and whose he ought not... 

He is also to avoid extortioners; for the sacri- 
fices of such as these are abominable with God. 
Also those that oppress tne widown and overbear 

the orphan, and fill prisons with the innocent, 

and abuse their own servants wickedly--I mean 

with stipes, and hunger, and hard service, nay, 
destroy whole cities; do thou, 0 bishop, avoid such 
as these, and their odious oblations?" 


--Apostolic Constitution IV: 5-=IV: 6. 
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E. Manumission, 

Tne passage in the Gnostic Acts of Thomas, 
which contains a protest against the slavery insti- 
tution, has been quoted already and also the words 
of Ignatius in the letter to Polycarp, which hints 
that there might have been a custom to set Christian 
slaves free at the church's expense, to have been 
discussed already. 

A few more passages from Christian literature 
of this period, can be found that suggests that the- 
manumission of slavery must be accomplished, 

The Shepherd of Hermas has an allustion to 
the Cnristian duty of redeeming slavess 

"Next hear the things wnich follows: to 

minister to widows, to look after orphans 

and tne destitute, to redeem from distress 

the servants to God, to be hospitable, for 

in hospitality may be found the practice 

of good, to resist none, to be gentle, to 

be poorer tnan all men, to reverence the 


aged, to practice, to preserve," 


--Shepherd of Hermas, Mandate VII: I0 


The first Clement speaks highly of men who 
have given themselves to bondage in order to ran- 
som others. 

Clement of Alexandria cries: "Let the op- 


pressed go free, and tear every unjust bond." 


eHolgeigfunay ,& 


MOT 6 Gros OLidond aud al’ opeanag. oni? . 


oven a? (SBHOGKS O ridtHES ots fe Box -cavale 


fe *URBeTtTic BDeseucalh 
Si4i ceitetteS Fox) sesntaeg wica wet 4. 


r Siteanue Jans- Oovet ed ged ~bolisq alny Yo 
7 _ aaa tigncote ed Seve yrevete ic noldetrunan 


- ee Woltevifo Ra 860 seetoli to oneneserie edt 
wW 
; ~~. sRevaets satmes her. to Yvuo nelsaivsd ef2 


sy Ge wwolic? oinw sanice ere tee cxoji" 
aie Teste soo! od .ewoble ¢3 tevatain 
BOA meebex of - elutiiael.ens bre 
= Gdatiquon sd.oy (bod oF wengwaen sid— 
7 ewig enc Havol od Yaw yl iesioaos pt 
[Oe yeiones ed oc .enom telus: oe .f608 to 
ge yedsats ov. ,Hen Ile. cand se19sg ed ° | 
",ovresetq o¢ ,soltisic of bege 
— 


7 Gr sIi¥ @faCuey jasurtek Io fredqedg<- 


onw “en 10 “isnata asaeqe she melo Jatt? of 


“Het ov Sets aL exsenaod, ed s6vissuedd nevis Saved ~ 


sete ake 
mn a¢ @e te? 
ego @d2¢ Je4" yse2%0 olibakkate to soeneta” — awe. 


* 
Pe a 
* «pitied fau_cl T19rs <ied hoe «2 <t -0o8 ; 


(91) 


"We must then cast away the crowd of slaves", and 


adds3 


"Let the oppressed go free, and tear every 
unjust bond. Break thy bread to the hungry; 
and lead the houseless poor into thy house. 
If tnou seest tne naked, cover hin. 


“What means a fast, then? 'Lo, this is the 
fast which I have chosen, saith the Lord, 
Loose every bond of wickedness. Dissolve 
the knots of oppressive contracts! '" 
--Clement of Alexandria III: xil 
"We must then, cast away the multitude of 
vessels, silver and gold drinking cups, and 
the crowd of slaves, receiving as we have done 
from the Instructor, tne fair and grace at- 
tendants, self-help and simplicity. And 
we must walk suitably to the Word; and if 
there be a wife and children, the nouse is 
not a burden, having learned to change its 
place along with the sound-minded traveller." 


--Clement of Alexandria. Paed. III: vii,38. 


Thus Clement of Alexandria seems to have clear= 
ly seen that holding slaves is not in accordance with 
Christian principles of love and simplicity, 

Origen, the disciple of Clement, has something 
“to say about this matter. The thought which he 
holds is that it is a Christian duty to instruct 
slaves on how they may recover freedom; 


"we acknowledge, however, lathough Celsus will 
not have it so, that we do desire to instruct 
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all men in the word of God, so as to give to 
young men the exhortations which are appropriate 
to them, and to show to slaves how they may re- 
cover freedom of thought, and be ennobled by the 
word, 


-=Origen, Celsus--III: 54, 


And he insists that Christian masters should 


edopt the Jewish law and practice it, and that every 


Slave should be manumitted after six years of ser- 


vices 


"But wnat need is there to point out how 
agreeable to sound reason, and unattended with 
injury either to master or slave, was the law 
that one of the seme faith should not be al- 
lowed to continue in slavery more than six 
years? the Jews, tney cannot be said to pre- 
serve their own law in the same points with 
the other nations.” 


--Origen, Celsus--V3; xlill. 


There can be found passages also in Tertullian, 


Hippolytus, and in Didascalia which are as follows: 


"Det me ask you, if you were to manumit your 
Slave seeing that the same flesh and soul will 
remain to him, wnich once were exposed to the 
whip, and the fetter, and the stripes, will it 
therefore be fit for him to undergo the same 
old sufferings?" 


--Tertullian, Resurrection of the Flesh 
LVII. 


“The Christian Carpophorus, as soon as his 
fugitive slave was brought back to him, clap- 
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ped nim into the pistrinum, the domestic 
tread-mill of the Roman slave-owner and kept 
him there till the Christians asked that he 
might be set at liberty in tne hope that 
he would refund the money he had made away 
with," 

--Hippolytus, Ref. ix: 7 (222-230 A.D.) 


"..eforbids bishops to receive contributions 
for the church from tnose who keep men cap- 

tives in prison, and requires Christians to 

spend money for the liberation of slaves," 


#“sDidasecalia IV: wi, I; ig. 2% 


Again in the Apostolic Constitution, the de-= 
liverance of slaves is counted as Christian virute along 
with the redemption of the saints and the deliverance 


of captives and of prisoners; 


"Therefore maintain and clothe those that 
are in want from the righteous labor of the 
faithful. And such sums of money as are col- 
lected from them in the manner aforssaind, 
appoint to be laid out in the redemtpion 

of the saints, the deliverance of slaves 
and of captives, and of prisoners, and of 
those that have been abused, and of those 
that have been condemned by tyrants to 
Single combat and death on account of the 
name of Corist." 


--Apostolic Constitution IV; 1x. 
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In the early Christian Churches, converted 
Slaves, male or female, were regarded in the full 
sense of tne term as brothers and sisters from the 
standpoint of religion, 

They could enjoy the right of church-membership 
and of church members to the fullest extent, and 
they could even become clergymen like Pious, and 
Callistus. Personality and character were the 
only standards of distinction among members within 
the church, and social ranks had little place in 
these places. The virtues of slaves were highly es- 
teemed and honored, 

As to the duties of Christian masters and mis= 
tresses, they were strictly charged to treat all 
their slaves humanely, whereas Cnristian slaves, for 
their part, were told not to disdain their Christ- 
jan masterse Obedience was required of all slaves, 

Manumission, was looked upon, probably from 
the beginning as a praiseworthy action, but the 
church never condemned the legal rights of masters 


over slaves as sinful; it Simply saw in them a 


‘ 
* 
, 


Eabtesnes jeednsnt) fattetiss (itso wit ot 

1! Beit &t bobrayet view ,e least 10 elem ,sevote 

me yeeals fas atecdoud a2 vies eng 20 eanes 

- eBGlgl {es I¢ Integhnssa 
igktin To SHyla elf les Stwco yodt- 

: : -gtOeiea tael ict ead oF etszare Hoturio to due 

aners ovat nowyysels exmcad nave. bist yods 


SPaGs. Goiioolsaib Yo sicaonada ying 


7 


eis¥ guvale Yo eeuirtiv art ,esosty event 
| . #Betoqen ins bones? 
bas aveincn meiseliny To seliyh end of BA 
Veet? O? entatio ylsolitu siew yort .Beseerst 
an seaesettho éceqtetw , sense sevatz tient? 
a pliwiG “sient plalkte vs don bhod siew (Pang: ntony 
Wes ELS to bertuper sew aonstheds ea tela net 
_ > aot Yidadoty ,coqu Sedool saw sid festaunay - 
a ety dod ,Piccs yidicwestatg 6 ee geinoiged cat 
_.- eietacn to stigix Isgel sig fegerans bes asad 


& sever si wae giqtle sf ul athe 


ae 7 MOLECIONGO .2 


IMSSIARG. gee ¢1 bLacoese8 caveat [Lap 


a ae | 
‘Penld eters ben otines Latoce bre (sotutio end 


vo 


-_ 


— 
7» 


aeee relationship. 

As to the question, raised at the earlier part 
of this thesis, whether the humanitarian legislation 
of Constantine was largely the result of Christian 
influence, or a naturel outcome of Stoic philosophy 
in the pagan world, cannot be given a hasty answer. 
Certainly however, Christianity cannot claim the 
whole credit for it. Pernaps it will be fair to 
say that the teachings and influence of both 
Coristianity and Stoic philosophy, with some other 
probable factors, led to the proclamation of 
this legislation, 

The Christian prophets did not advocate the 
emancipation of slaves, but through the vital idea 
of Christian fraternity with other factors, such 
as economic conditions Stoic philosophy, and other 
forces, toe institution of slavery was at last wiped 


out from Christendon. 
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